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EXAM NER NEWVARK: Wl cone to the Highl and
Farm Wnd case docket, the public hearing.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's get started. And
|"'mgoing to try to keep the list in order as |'ve
gotten them so hopefully that's -- the peopl e who
got here first wll speak first. So all right. W
have Ken Bartz.

KENNETH BARTZ, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Just spell your nane

for us and go ahead with your comrents.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR- BARTZ: Kenneth Bartz, B ART Z
| have a comment about the | and val ues going down if
these go in; and, if so, who's responsible for the
rei mbursenent of the land price, of us |osing
property values? Plus health issues, | do have sone
health issues nyself. And if it's found out |ater
on that this also causes nore health issues to ne or
what's ny limtations on it, if | have to sell the
property, what will -- will | get the val ue out of
it that | need to get out of it to pay off ny
nort gages and have sonething to live off of?

And al so, just the sight of seeing them

around all the tine. | don't want to see them And

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 744
Volume 5

has t here enough studi es been done for the health
i ssues, for other things, for 20 years down the road
t hey say, oh, them shouldn't have been put in a
residential area because they're in a residenti al
area. |'mjust nore concerned about that. And, you
know, sonmebody putting themon their own property,
so be it. | don't have the right to say what they
can do on their own property. But if it's going to
af fect ne personally or ny neighbors personally or
my dog -- what will happen if nmy dog can't stand the
noise? |I'ma hunter. Wat happens if it chases al
t he ani mal s away?

| ' m payi ng property taxes on this | and.
The wi nd conpany, fromwhat | understand, isn't
payi ng the taxes on the property. And if it's
the -- like, they're -- like, King Plant right now
i s thinking about going to a tenporary peak run
plant, and they're down in Bayport. \Wat happens if
they say, well, we're going to shut the plant down
and nove the plant because we don't need it because
the wind turbines will take care of this stuff? And
we're not paying taxes on that |land. So what would
be the benefit to take and keep that plant running
if they don't need to get the power, if they get

enough w nd turbines up and stuff |ike that?
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So that's what |I'm ny concerned about.
Wiy shoul d we have | ow i ncone on the | and val ue and

then take and have the property taxes on that be | ow

and they're getting -- making mllions of dollars
off that land. |If that was a store they woul d be
payi ng property taxes. |If they were a busi ness

other than a store, they're paying high property
taxes. But these windmlls won't have to? That's
not right either.

So that's ny concerns. And | appreciate
you having nme up here and tal k about it, and |
appreci ate the opportunity. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Wel |, thanks for
com ng.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's go off the record
for a mnute.

(D scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's call the next
W tness. Matthew Radintz. Am | saying that right?

MR. RADI NTZ: Cl ose enough.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: |'m a notoriously bad
pr onouncer .

MATTHEW RADI NTZ, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
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BY MR RADINTZ: | prepared a statenment
that | would like to read.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let ne just warn, when
people read, they read -- they tend to get fast.

MR RADI NTZ: Don't worry, 1"l --

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Just so you
know.

MR. RADINTZ: 1'll take ny tinme. First of
all, I would like to say thank you to the Public
Service Comm ssion for allow ng nmy statenents today.
My nanme is Matthew Radintz, |I'ma resident of Forest
Townshi p and have |ived here since Cctober of 20009.
My wife, Angie, was born and raised on her famly
small dairy farmwhich still resides here in Forest.

When we were | ooking for a parcel to build
our home and raise our growing famly, my wife and |
wer e delighted when we found a beautiful 40-acre
pi ece of land that was up for auction just over a
mle fromwhere Angie grew up. W bought our
property in the spring of 2009 and built what we
consi der our dream hone.

Later that year, there were ranblings
t hr oughout the community of a few famlies possibly
hosting a fewwndmlls, not 41 500-foot industrial

turbines. But there were no details given to us or
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our neighbors. Al we knewis that there was a
tower that was erected to gather neteorol ogical data
sonmewhere in the township.

It wasn't until the next summer of 2010
when a nei ghbor stopped by to introduce hinself as
we were working in our yard and told nme that he was
on his way to attend the town board neeting because
he wanted to find out if he was getting a w nd
turbine. | decided to attend the neeting nyself.
To ny recollection, at this nmeeting, myself and ny
son were the only attendees that were not either
board nmenbers, potential hosts or Energi ng Energies
and its legal representation. Don't you think an
itemthat has drawn so nuch exposure and contention
woul d attract nore than a handful of attendees?

This shows you the |l ack of community outreach by the

old town board and Energing Energies. It was also
at that neeting that | learned that these windmlls
were 500-foot-tall industrial turbines, not utility
t ur bi nes.

| requested a map of the potential turbine
| ocations fromthe then town chair. He delivered it
to me the followi ng Sunday. | was dunfounded to
find out how large of a project this was going to be

and how close to ny honme these turbines were
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proposed. Also, that the famly that we purchased
the land through was set to host two turbines, yet
it wasn't discl osed anywhere when | purchased the
property.

| spent countless hours doing research on
t he proposed turbines; and to ny dismay, nearly all
the projects sited in rural areas had nunerous
reports of negative health and safety effects,
property val ue reduction, wildlife inpacts,
et cetera, all related to irresponsible siting of
i ndustrial w nd turbines.

| was scared, upset and uncertain on what
to think. | started tal king about ny neighbors to
find out if they knew of this project; and to ny
surprise nobody, knew. This resulted in a |arge
group of our community com ng together and in
gquestioning what had occurred and if it was
justified or legal. And in our opinion it was not.

The community then went on to recall the
town board and fight to get our township back
After the town board was recalled, | was appointed
to the Forest Township Plan Comm ssion where |
currently serve. As a nenber of the plan
comm ssion, | diligently reviewed nunerous

docunents, mnutes and ordi nances, including the
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town's conprehensi ve pl an.

The followng are a few points that
solidify why an industrial w nd turbine project is
not conpatible with the Forest Township
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an. The proposed project wll
result in the town not reaching its growth
expectations as few people will want to relocate or
build in an area that's occupied by an industri al
wi nd project due to the property val ue uncertainty,
heal th and safety concerns, noise and vi sua
pol lution. The project also is not well matched for
t he conprehensive plan because the turbines are
scattered throughout the entire township. The
conpr ehensi ve plan states that any industri al
devel opnent should be | ocated along the main
transportation corridors in the southern portion of
the town or in the hanml et of Forest. The main goal
of the conprehensive plan is to preserve the town's
rural character and visual |andscape. This cannot
be achieved with 41 500-foot industrial w nd
turbi nes scattered throughout the | andscape.

Al t hough the conprehensive plan states its
openness to alternative energy sources, such as w nd
energy, | highly doubt the majority of the

respondents to the conprehensive plan survey knew of
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the scale that acconpanies this project; and even if
it were the case, the conprehensive plan clearly
states that any such project will not detract from
the rural character of the town. The industrial

w nd turbines would al so be subject to additional
actions such as devel opnent of ordi nances and shoul d
be | ocated in specific |ocations |like | said prior,
in the ham et of Forest in the southern corridor.

In closing, | ask that the Public Service
Commi ssion pl ease deny this application of the
H ghl and Wnd Farm LLC, for certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity. This projects does not
belong or fit in our rural life-style; and, as you
have heard in the technical hearings, this project
has a | arge nunber of possible negative consequences
to the health and public welfare of our community.
Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thanks very mnuch.

( Appl ause.)

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: | know we want to show
our appreciation for sonme commentators, but |'m
going to ask you to hold your appl ause because we do
have people who are here for the project, believe it

or not, and against the project; so | don't want to
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intimdate anyone. | want to have everyone be able
to say their peace on the record. So just please
wi t hhol d your appl ause or boos.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ma'am | want to ask
you, you did file direct testinony in the case;
isn't that right?

MS. SALSEG | did. | filed it regarding
the eagle situation.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yes.

MS. SALSEG  Based on the environnenta
assessnent information.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yes, okay.

MS. SALSEG | am here today speaking as a
resi dent.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Well, we usually
don't |let soneone who's in the party as a party, a

party witness, also comment in the public hearing,

part of the hearing. Wat | can do is | can -- you
have witten conments, | can take those.
MS. SALSEG | do and | could -- we have

sonme nenbers of nedia here. And since | believe
this is ny constitutional right to freedom of
speech, | can certainly give ny statenents to them

MS. BENSKY: Can | make a comment? She
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did very brief rebuttal testinony about sone eagl es
t hat she had seen. This is not going to be
duplicative at all; and | think given the spirit of
wanting to get full public conversation, | ask that
you allow her to read her comment.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let nme see what we have
in the comments.

Ckay. Well, let's have you read --

MS. SALSEG Those were copi es.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: It's not repetitive as
far as the eagles are concerned. So let ne swear
you in.

(D scussion off the record.)

BRENDA SALSEG, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: State your nane, and go
ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

MS5. SALSEG M nane is a Brenda Sal seg,
and | was born and raised nostly in the Town of
Forest. M husband and | noved back to my honetown
area in 1998 and built a new house on |and that had
been in ny famly since the | ate 1880s. W noved
back to enjoy a quiet, peaceful life, to raise our
small son with rural views, and to assist ny aging

parents who farned all their |ives.
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When | first heard about windmlls in the
Town of Forest, in ny mnd, | envisioned several of
t hese structures peeking over treetops placed here
and there in the township | andscape. | expected
that a public hearing dedicated to the subject woul d
be forthcom ng. Instead, a postcard arrived in the
mai | just before Labor Day weekend of 2010, conposed
by a hosting | andowner who organized a trip to the
Shirley project. It stated the sane turbines were
com ng to Forest.

| al nost threw that postcard away severa
times as junk mail. Instead, over the course of
several days, | picked it up and read it again,
wondering if we had m ssed a public hearing. There
had been no formal notification of any kind. So |
searched Shirley Wnd on the internet, and what |
found set me into a state of shock. Ei ght
500-foot-tall industrial scale wind turbines, 2.5
nmegawatts each. | had no such idea that huge
dom nating structures of this type existed in the
State of Wsconsin.

Once | got over the shock of the size and
scope, | started readi ng about industrial w nd
turbines and their effects on Wsconsin famlies.

Stories and articles also surfaced from people in
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the eastern U S., then Canada, Europe and Australi a.
| felt ashaned about ny forner ignorance of
i ndustrial wind turbines' inpact on people's quality
of life. People are suffering.

| contacted a town supervisor and asked

how many turbines. He hemed, hawed, and naned sone

potential |andowners. | counted 13. He said the
deal was done, but do not worry, | would be paid for
living next to a turbine. | knew right then that

there is no anobunt of noney that could be paid to
conpensate for sleepless nights, fear of health
i ssues, and | ost property value, our retirenent
plan. No anmount of nobney can pay for blotting out a
starlit night or the pleasure of an open bedroom
wi ndow as one falls asleep on a warm sumer ni ght.
In April of 2011, ny husband and I
traveled to G ennbre, Wsconsin, to the Shirl ey
proj ect, having heard of the Enz famly who have
vacated their hone and were and are living in an RV
because of health issues they began to suffer as
soon as that project went online. | wanted to be
certain the fight against Hi ghland Wnd Farm was
justified.
We decided to approach the experience with

an open mnd. W had heard comments from ot hers who
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had stood under an industrial w nd turbine and they
were able to carry on a conversation, apparently
unaf fected with physical synptonms. Enough research
had convi nced nme, however, the practice of standing
under a wind turbine was a favorite wind industry
tactic, intended to convince potential hosting
| andowners industrial wnd turbines do no harm
Wthin 45 m nutes of visiting the Enz'
horme, any doubt we had about health effects of
i nappropriately placed industrial w nd turbines was
gone. W both began to experience head pressure as
if a cold was com ng on and ear pressure |ike one
feel s when an airplane gains or |oses altitude,
along with a sense of chest pressure and di zzi ness.
W felt an overwhelmng feeling to flee the hones,
and so we left. It took a full hour for the
physi cal effects to dissipate.
Fromthe Enz' hone, we travel ed down
t hrough the Blue Sky Green Field project, Cedar
H1lls and Forward Wnd. As night came on, thousands
of red blinking lights filled the horizons of
beauti ful Wsconsin | andscape which were visible for
at least 20 mles. After spending the night in
Fond du Lac, we decided to drive through Bl ue Sky

Green Field in daylight one nore tine before heading
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hone. There we experi enced shadow flicker as the
bl ades passed t hrough the norning sunlight across
t he roadway, once per second, flick, flick, flick,
flick, flick.

As a state and a country, renewabl e energy
is inportant. But in a free society, it cannot be
based on m sgui ded i deol ogy or mandates that
encour age and shelter opportunistic corporate greed.
We are people, not a project. And we do not deserve
to be treated no better than | aboratory aninals,
subj ected to experinentation against our wll.

| have spoken to and corresponded with
af fected individuals around the world, as well as
| eadi ng professionals, physicians and scientists.
Two solid years of researching, reading the
testinonies of wind victins, as well as
peer-reviewed scientific evidence, point clearly to
t he adverse health effects of |ow frequency,

i nfrasound, and electrical ground currents. W need
heal th studi es conducted in wind projects before one
nore so-called wind farmis constructed.

The people of this township have clearly
spoken, through the 2011 recall and general election
that renoved an entire conflicted town board, that

W nd energy in this size and scope is not wanted in
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our comunity. Industrial wnd is not free, clean
and green when it takes the property rights and
freedons of nonparticipating | andowners, takes their
tax dollars to fund it, and results in taking nore
of their incone for higher electrical rates,
pollutes their quality of |life, and displ aces
w ldlife and ecosystens.

Conm ssi oners Montgonery, Nowak and
Callisto, issuing a certificate of public
conveni ence and necessity is not in the public
interest. Everywhere in rural communities where
industrial w nd energy systens have been
constructed, wth setbacks too close and noise
limts too high, health issues and property
deval uati on have followed. The pattern is clear.
Thr oughout the Town of Forest, the State of
W sconsin, the United States of Anerica, Canada,
Europe and Australian, we are all praying that the
three of you will nmke the right decision. The
world is watching and waiting. The only right thing
to do is to deny the CPNC (sic). It's tine to pull
back the curtains.

Sincerely and respectfully submtted,
Brenda Sal seg.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you very nuch.
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(Wtness excused.)

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  We' Il call Teresa
W | son.

TERESA W LSON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: G ve us your nane, and
go ahead.

M5. WLSON: Teresa W/ son.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. WLSON: | also wote mne. |[|'Il
try to read slowy for everyone's sake.

After being refused in their own home
area, Energing Energies | ocated Forest Township
because it was unzoned. They offered a few
residents a tiny share of their expected profits in
return for the use of their land for a turbine
project. The town board then signed an agreenent
w th Enmerging Energies. Wen other residents becane
aware of that project, we were finally allowed to
express our opinions through a vote, for or against
recalling that town board.

We woul d have nmuch preferred the
opportunity to vote on the subject of w nd turbines
t han on town board nenbers who came to represent

t ur bi nes/ no turbi nes. That recall election and a
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foll ow ng general election each turned out with
overwhel ming results. The vast majority of Forest
residents do not want the turbines here.

One of ny biggest concerns is the possibly
i rreparabl e damage that this issue has caused here
bet ween nei ghbors, famlies, church nenbers, even
brothers. But for Energing Energies, this is
strictly a financial matter. They're interested in
t he green noney, not the green energy. Their
Shirley Wnd project was sold to a conpany in
Poughkeepsi e, New York, before the bl ades even
turned. They took the noney and ran.

Just because sonething is | egal does not
make it right. Forest is not the right place for
this project. This is our hone. Its people have
spoken. Energing Energies, your Hi ghland Wnd Farm
is not wel cone here.

To the Public Service Comm ssion, ny vote
is no, if I have a say. |'ma snmall | andowner.
Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thanks very nuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: W have, is it Allen
W enke, am | getting that right?

| just want to |l et you know we have al
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t hree Conmm ssioners on the line. Finally we got
that right. They're having a little hard tine
heari ng across the table, so we're going to reorient
us and just put your chair over there.
ALLEN WARNER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: G ve us your nane, and

go ahead with your conment.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

MR. WARNER: My nane is Allen Warner, and
|'"'m 80 years old, and | lived in the Town of Forest
for 55 years. And | support the wind towers, for
one thing, clean energy. And | was thinking of the
future generation comng up. And that's all | got
to say.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Can you spell your | ast
name for nme because | got it really wong.

MR. WARNER: Last nane?

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yeah.

MR WARNER: WA R N E R

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ckay. Thanks. It's
Allen, right?

VMR WARNER: Ri ght, Allen

COW SSI ONER CALLI STO:  Coul d we have the
W tnesses identify, if possible, where they' re

physically | ocated or where they live in relation to
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the wi nd turbines.
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Well,
M. Warner, | have you at 1892 County Road D in
G enwod City; is that where you live?
MR WARNER: 2728 County Road S.
FROM THE AUDI ENCE: That's the w ong
Al l en.
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: That's what it is.
Start again, give us your nane and your address.
MR. WARNER: Al len Warner, and | live
at -- you want nme to tell the whole thing?
EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Just your address.
MR WARNER: Oh, | live at 2728 County
Road S, Eneral d.
EXAM NER NEWMARK: Great. Thank you very
nmuch.
MR WARNER: Is that it?
EXAM NER NEWMARK: That's it.
(Wtness excused.)
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Who was | supposed to
call here?
ALLEN W ENKE, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Tell us your nane for
the record.

VR. W ENKE: Allen Wenke, WI E N K E.
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EXAM NER NEWVARK: And where do you live,
sir?

MR WENKE: 1892 County Road D, d ennore
Cty.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: |s there an approxi mate
| ocation to a turbine or to this --

MR. WENKE: Very definitely. They're in
t he sections adjoining, so on, where we |ive.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MR WENKE: We live right in the Village
of Forest.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. All right. Go
ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MRk WENKE: Allen Warner, | thought
you trunped ny nessage because | thought | would be
t he ol dest one up here and now |I'm not anynore. So
| ve been here for -- this Forest Townshi p has been
nmy residence for 75 years, and we have farned here
and we're retired dairy farner and now part-tine
crop and beef farmer. So that's what we have been
doi ng.

| was on the comm ssion to plan for this
wndmll thing a few years back. And | | ooked at

the information and | thought this | ooks like it has
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possibilities. And | thought we should take a real
good | ook at it and maybe it does have
possibilities. And | think the nore that | | ooked
at it, the nore | thought I don't knowif this is --
if the negatives outweigh the positives. Towers,
noi se; and you wll hear all of this and have heard
all of these negative things, and I won't bel abor

t hose that nuch.

But basically ny objection is there wll
be a handful that will benefit financially at the
expense of others. And what | nean by that is the
financial gain for those participants will be a few
in nunber, those that have to listen to the other
issues involved init will be a greater nunber of
the residents. And that's basically nmy objection to
the wind program |'ll stop with that.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Thanks very much.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Todd Ostberg, O S T-
BERG

TODD OSTBERG PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Wel |, | have you at
9 -- 2953 210th Avenue, Eneral d?

MR, OSTBERG  Correct.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Any particul ar tower
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| ocation that's close to you or that you're
concerned about ?

MR OSTBERG  Probably the nearest one to
us would be just over a quarter mle, I'mgoing to
say maybe a third of a mle. But we will have them
in every direction on our |andscape, so...

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR OSTBERG (Good afternoon, ny nane
is Todd Gstberg. My wife and | noved to Forest
nearly seven and half years ago. Unlike many urban
communities, nost if not all Forest residents |ive
here by choice. Qur reasons for buying in Forest
i ncl uded the dark nights, enjoying the stars of the
M1l ky Way, and at night silence, often so quiet you
can ear ow s, deer noving in the woods behind our
home, and sonetinmes the train crossing H ghway 128,
sone four mles away, the ability to hunt on nmy own
| and, and privacy.

Many of our nei ghbors noved here for the
sanme quality of |life just described. Those that
have lived here their entire |ives understand and
appreci ate what we only discovered in 2005. |'m not
sure any of these would be preserved if this project
is allowed.

As a nenber of the Forest Township Pl an
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Comm ssion for the past year and a half, | would

li ke to discuss and highlight a handful of itens in
our conprehensive plan, a plan that was adopted by
our former town board on Decenber 8th, 2009. Pl ease
keep that date in m nd, Decenber 8th, 2009, as |

wll refer toit later in ny remarks.

Wthin the plan is a survey by Forest
residents that becane the basis for the
conpr ehensi ve plan conpleted at a 58 percent
participation |level. WMany proponents of this
i ndustrial wind farm project point to question
nunber 27 as a majority of residents supporting this
project. The question reads: The Town of Forest
shoul d pursue the follow ng energy alternatives as a
form of econom c devel opnent: biofuels, solar
energy, w nd energy, other.

Whil e wind energy did get the nost
positive results with 75 percent agreeing or
strongly agreeing, to take that to a 41 500-f oot
industrial turbine project was clearly not what a
majority of the residents were envisioning. To
support this claim we need to | ook no further than
the town's recall election in February 2011 and the
general election two nonths later in April 2011.

Former town supervisor Carl Cress said it
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best in an interview wth the New Ri chnond paper
He stated, "Unfortunately, this election has becone
a single-issue election.” He was dead on.

The results of both elections renoved the
former town board by a 60 to 40 percent with in
excess of 80 percent voter turnout and reinstated
the new board in the April election 60 percent/40
percent with an al nost unbelievabl e voter turnout of
90 percent. Support for an industrial wind farnf? |
t hi nk not.

Let's continue | ooking at the town
conpr ehensi ve plan. On page 13 under Section 2.3,
key issues, halfway down the page it states that 77
percent of respondents agree or strongly agree that
vi sual inpacts of devel opnent are an inportant
consi derati on when eval uating a proposed
devel opnent. Mbst assuredly, this project woul d
have vi sual i npact.

On page 23, Section 5.3, objective 2,
strategies, states that the town will work on the
devel opnent of a tel ecommuni cation ordi nance. This
wi Il include collocation, stealth technol ogy, and
ot her techniques to mnimze visual inpacts. Once
agai n, concern over visual inpact.

Page 28, Section 7.2, new busi nesses or
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industry desired. The |ast sentence, and | quote,
"Overall, other than agriculture, forestry,
recreation, and cottage industry consistent with the
community's rural nature, no new | arge-scal e

busi nesses or industry is desired in the Town of
Forest, unless it is |located in a designated area,
in the ham et of Forest, or along H ghway 64 as
designated in the future | and use map."

Page 40, Section 9.6, planned | and use
map. Hal fway through the first paragraph states,
"Hence, future devel opnent will follow the guidance
and performance standards and general | ocation
provided in this conprehensive plan.” As | have
quoted fromthe conprehensive plan, | believe it's
very clear what the vision of the residents is and
was. Industrial wnd turbines by no neans fit that
vi si on.

As | nmentioned earlier, Decenber 8, 2009,
is the adoption date of the conprehensive plan for
the Town of Forest. As there is no nention of an
industrial wind farmprior to this date, contracts
were signed by potential hosting | andowners as wel |
as town negoti ati ons ongoi ng wi th Enmergi ng Energies.
Is it any wonder a npjority of residents felt

decei ved and betrayed?
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As a nenber of the plan comm ssion, |
understand the State of Wsconsin mandate for town
zoning to be guided and representative of the
conpr ehensi ve plan. The comm ssion, by the way, is
currently working on that zoning ordi nance. | can
only assune that omi ssion to be intentional based on
the tinme frame involved. Wth regard to the August
2010 agreenent between Energi ng Energies and the
Town of Forest, what conclusion can be drawn ot her
t han absol ute greed overtaking noral obligation by
the former town board to serve their community and
nei ghbors.

| woul d strongly suggest that the PSC
right this wong and have the courage to do what our
former town board failed to do. | would al so
strongly request that the PSC not allow thensel ves
as a public comm ssion to be putty in the hands of
t hese wi nd devel opers.

Bef ore Tuesday's hearing in Madi son, which
| attended, this was going to conclude ny testinony.
However, after listening to Jay Mundi nger of
Enmer gi ng Energi es/ H ghland wi nd, LLC, | continue.

M. Mindinger testified that no fornmer town board
menbers had contracts w th Emergi ng Energy/ H ghl and

Wnd Farmwhile they were in office as town
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officials. | have two problens with that testinony.
First, all nmaps generated by Energing
Ener gy/ Hi ghl and W nd Farm depi cting turbine siting
| ocations indicated two turbines on the property
bel ongi ng to Roger Swanepoel. Roger was town chair
at the time and was until the recall election of
February 2011. Furthernore, Roger recused hinself
fromvoting in August 2010 to approve or deny the
proj ect based on conflict of interest. \What
conflict of -- without a contract with Energing
Ener gy/ Hi ghl and Wnd Farm what conflict of interest
did Roger have? Sinply a map indicating two
turbines on his property? Al so very puzzling to ne,
wth Roger slated to get two wind turbines on his
property wi thout a contract according to
M . Mindi nger, how did M. Mindinger know there was
going to be a recall election in February of 2011
where Roger and ot her town board menbers woul d be
renoved fromoffice, thereby triggering a contract
bet ween Roger and Energi ng Energy/ H ghl and W nd
Farm making M. Mindinger's testinony therefore
truthful? Does this confuse anyone other than ne?
As | don't understand M. Mindinger's
testi nony, had there never been a recall election

and had Roger not lost the recall and subsequent
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general election, the siting maps are incorrect as
Roger Swanepoel as town chair would not qualify for
any turbines because of a direct conflict of
interest. | would submt that this confusion could
be cleared up by Energi ng Energy/ H ghl and W nd Farm
produci ng signed contracts of all potential hosting
| andowner s and cancel ed checks to those potenti al
hosti ng | andowners clearly show ng the date of
execution. In fact, | would think the Comm ssion
shoul d demand it so that M. Mindi nger's good nane
could be reinstated. | would think that woul d be
M. Mindinger's desire as well.

Al so, any testinony by Roger Swanepoel
wth regard to this could help clear up that sane
confusion. Along with ny witten testinony, | am
submtting to the docket the Town of Forest
conpr ehensi ve plan and executive sunmary.

While ny testinony is based on pointing
out what the conprehensive plan directs ne as a pl an
conm ssion nmenber to abide by and the testinony of
Jay Mundi nger, what is paranmount to ne is the
quality of ny life, ny potential health, ny |and
val ue and that of ny neighbors. Do the right thing,
keep Forest as the rural farmng comunity it is

today rather than an industrial w nd turbine
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wast el and tonorrow. Thank you for your attention.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Thank you, sir. And
you nentioned the conprehensive plan.

MR. OSTBERG | didn't bring it up with
me, and | apologize. 1'll grab it.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You know, it's not a
problem It is on the record currently and we do
have a copy.

MR OSTBERG | don't know if you have a
copy of the executive sunmary.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yes, we have the whol e
plan and the --

MR, OSTBERG Oh. Well, now you' ve got
two of them

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: |1'd like to call Carl
Cress.

CARL CRESS, PUBLIC W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Pl ease gi ve your nane
for the record.

MR CRESS: W nane is Carl Cress.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  And you're at 2007
280th Street, Eneral d?

MR. CRESS:. Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any particul ar turbine
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that you' re concerned about or want to speak to --

MR. CRESS: No.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: -- or location? Okay.
Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR CRESS: M nane is Carl Cress.
|'ve been a resident of Town of Forest for 66 years.
| was a Town of Forest board nenber for 24 years,
and | al so served on the planning comm ssion for
several years. As a fornmer board nenber, | know
firsthand the financial needs of running a town.
And the wi nd farm devel oped in the Town of Forest
woul d give our town and county significant nonetary
hel p for the next 30 years.

The demand for electricity in this country
continues to grow with the devel opnent of new
technol ogies. Wnd energy will provide us with
cl ean, renewable electricity for years to cone.
Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. Thank you, sir.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Mari |l yn Benson.

MARI LYN BENSQN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: G ve us your nane for

t he record.
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MS. BENSON: WMarilyn Benson, 27 --

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You're at -- oh, go
ahead.

MS. BENSON: 2754 State Road 64, Enerald,
W sconsi n.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  All right. 1'll ask
you the sane question. Any particular turbine
| ocation you're concerned about ?

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. BENSON: Yep. MW famly have had

the farma half mle east of here when | was siXx

months old and | lived in the area nost of ny life.
W will have, if this goes through, seven or eight
turbi nes surroundi ng our house with two of -- the

cl osest two a half mle away.

" ve known nost of these host famlies al
my life, and our kids have gone to school together.
It's hard to see our snmall town being ripped apart

over sonething that's proven to not be green or

efficient. It is based on the greed of Enmerging
Energi es and other wi nd turbine conpanies. It is
true -- if it was a truly efficient source of green

energy, they shouldn't have to take subsi dies.
My dad's vision of the |land across the

road, where the woods is, was to have it in the
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famly trust for the grandchildren and the great
grandchildren to hunt on and enjoy. But if there's
no ani mal s around, what are you going to enjoy?
Some of the host famlies have stated that this is
their retirement fund. What about the non-host
famlies that will possibly |ose value in their
hones, possibly suffer health issues that will make
them | eave their hones, or have nedical bills they
can't afford? What about our retirenment?

Havi ng wor ked for 30 years in the nedica
field, I'"'mvery concerned about sone of the health
i ssues that these turbines have been causing in
other wnd farns. | realize not everyone is going
to react to the noise, shadow flicker or stray
voltage. Just like not everybody gets as sick to
the flu as sonebody el se. Everybody's health issues
are different and their ability to handle them are
different. But even one person suffering the
effects fromthe wnd turbine is not acceptable.

How do we allow this and what does the PSC
plan to do to help these people affected? How do
you assure us that if this goes through that
Enmergi ng Energies will be held accountable, or the
next party they sell it to next week up after it's

up, or | should say next year after it's up, or
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whenever. |If this wnd farm project is approved by
the PSC, what steps are you going to put in place to
ensure that the non-host famlies have sone sort of
recourse to help if we becone sick, if our property
val ue goes way down, or if we're unable to sell it?
W11l they ensure that Energing Energies, LLC, pays
us the difference in our property value or pays the
nortgage if we have to sell and are unable to sel

it and have to | eave or -- our hone because of
health i ssues? WII| they nmake Energi ng Energi es,
LLC, have procedures in place with nanes and phone
nunbers of who to call wth the problens and nake
sure the conpany is transparent? Al so, when they
sell this wind farm that the ball isn't dropped by
t he new conpany?

It sounds like, fromthe testinony we
heard i n Madi son on Tuesday, that the people in the
ot her wi nd projects have nowhere or no one to turn
to. And once the project was sold, Energing Energy,
LLC, said they don't know anyt hi ng because t hey
don't own it anynore, so who cares. Wo0's
account abl e?

| feel that nore research needs to be done
bef ore Wsconsin allows any nore w nd farns.

Research into health issues, wldlife iIssues, hone
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val ues, and the big one, is this really cost
efficient? 1Is this a good source of renewabl e
energy? Pl ease do not make any nore of us guinea
pi gs of Enmerging Energies, LLC s and other w nd
conpani es' greed.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Dawn Cress.

DAWN CRESS, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: That's CR E S S. Tell

us where you live.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. CRESS: | live on 200 280th Street,
Enerald, Wsconsin. I'mdirectly in the m ddle of
the project. | have two acres, so | won't have a
turbine, but I will be able to | ook out and see

turbines all around ne, and | have no fear of them
And |'ve witten a statenent today.

As | said, ny nane is Dawn Cress. | have
been a resident of the Town of Forest, Wsconsin,
for 60 years. | would like to encourage you to | ook
to the future of clean, renewabl e energy that can be
produced right here in Wsconsin through our w nd
resources. The proposed H ghland Wnd Farm here in

t he Town of Forest, which was devel oped openly and
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consci entiously by Enmergi ng Energies, the forner
town board, and the residents that took the tinme to
attend public neetings, gives our community and
county added revenue and job stimul us.

W sconsin has no oil, coal or gas
deposits. But we do have adequate wind. Let's
harness that wind and be a part of the solution in
this country for nore clean, renewable electricity.
Remenber, Wsconsin notto is forward. Devel opi ng
wi nd energy will help nove this state forward.

Thank you for your consideration.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you, ma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Okay. You have to help
me out with this one, Yvonne Fouks or -- let nme just
spell it, FOUK S

MS. FOUKS: Fouks.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Sorry.

MS. FOUKS: That's okay. It's been nessed
up before.

YVONNE FOUKS, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Al'l right. And | have
you at 2738 210th Street, Deer Park?

MS. FOUKS: Avenue.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Avenue. Ckay. Sorry.

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 778
Volume 5

And how does that relate to the project?

MS. FOUKS: We are a host famly.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Al right. Go
ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. FOUKS: M nane is Yvonne Fouks. |
have lived in Forest Township for 62 years. CQur
farmis nowin its third generation in the Fouks
name. W have always tried to be good stewards of
the [ and, and devel oping wind energy on our farmis
one way of doing that. W need to free ourselves as
much as i s possible from being dependent on foreign
oil and to free our country from bei ng dependent on
a part of the world that is trying to destroy us and
our way of life.

Wnd energy will give us clean, renewable
energy without the air pollution of coal and dangers
of nuclear energy. It wll also benefit our town
and our county financially for the next 30 years.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Thank you, ma'am

M5. FOUKS: You're wel cone.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Mar k Jackel en.

MARK JACKELEN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Coul d you spel |l your
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name for the record for ne.

MR JACKELEN: J ACKEL EN.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And you say you're at
Section 36 in the township?

MR. JACKELEN: Well, that's where the
maj ority of our land is.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MR JACKELEN: | don't live in Forest
anynore. | grew up here, but | noved away about a
hundred years ago, but our famly still owns the

farm My brothers have land all the way around
G enwood and Forest.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any particul ar turbine
| ocation you have a concern about?

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR JACKELEN: Yeah, actually, there is
one on Section 36. |If that thing happens to tip
over, it's going to land right on our fence |ine,
it's that close. But anyway, | forget even what |
put down on there, but I'm going shoot fromthe hip
here and | hope | don't repeat anything that people
have tal ked about al ready.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Do you want to see
t his?

MR. JACKELEN. Ckay. | got it figured
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out. [I'll give you a quick summary of ny history
wth this thing. It was, like, in the fall of 2008,
my dad was approached to see if he had any interest
in wind turbines. So it was pretty exciting at the
time; you know, nobody knew anythi ng about w nd
turbines, we were all rookies at the stuff, you
know. Knew what they were, but -- like Buffalo
Ri dge, Xcel's got a big project down in southwestern
M nnesota. Knew about that one. So anyway, | said,
well, that's interesting.

So anyway, they had the infornational day
t he day they dropped off a copy of the w nd | ease.
My dad wanted nme to cone down. And ny brothers,
we're all sitting in the kitchen, you know. And
Jay -- ny father is gone now But Jay Mundinger, he
expl ained the whole thing and tried to answer the
gquestions | guess. But about two-thirds of the
questions | asked, he said he couldn't answer.

So | asked the standard-issue questions,
li ke, was like it union | abor that they were going
to put themup with, you know, and where are they
going to put all the dirt they take out of these
hol es they're digging and what's going to the happen
to the county and the township roads? And -- can't

answer that, can't answer that. But it was spelled
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out that the rating -- the naneplate on the turbine
was 2.5 neg. What's two and a half negs? Well, |
knew it was a mllion dollars' worth of power.

So the biggest issue | had at the tinme was
you're giving the farmer 7,500 bucks, it's a mllion
dollars' worth of power. But at the end of the day,
we found out later that | guess they really don't
produce what they're designed to produce. But
that's not the issue.

So anyway, right after that, | went to
work at the Xcel Energy plant, at the King plant
over in Bayport, Mnnesota, that | work out of Local
548 mllwight union. And so | talked to sone of
t he engi neers over there. And they said, forget it;
if you want a wndmll, talk to General Electric,

t hey make tons of them They aren't worth anything.
But that was before -- obviously before Xcel got
into the political side of it and the subsi di es,
obvi ousl y.

But the problem | really have with this
thing -- and | don't want to get too | ong-w nded
here, but it just seens like -- well, | found this
out through the testinony down in the Mdison the
ot her day, | was watching it on the |ive stream

And it seened like it was a slick group, with the
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el ected officials in Forest included, that were
wor ki ng these deals all the way back to 2007. And
I"'mtrying to make logic out of all this, like,
okay, they follow the high ridges, they try to
connect themin a line so they don't have to run too
nmuch cabl e out for the connecting cable and the
access roads and | a-de-da. But there were people
that didn't make sense, they never contacted them
You know, sone peopl e got asked, sone people didn't;
you're either in the circle or you're not.

And anyway, so | want to say we had about
a nonth to look this information over. And, God, |
t hought, you know what, it's an LLC, never heard of
t hese guys before, it's not Xcel Energy or St. Croix

El ectric or sone viable conpany. So | said, boy, |

don't know. Goll-dang-it, so | told dad, | said
what do you think? | said, well, | said, it's your
farm | said, it's not mne, but | said if it was
me, |I'd waive it, you know. But he said, well,

maybe we shoul d put one up. He said, you can farm
right up to the base, you only |ose a 50-foot
circle. | said, Dad, these things are huge, it's
like they're setting out a | oconotive 400 feet in
the air. You're not going to do this by magic.

They're going to bring cranes in, you got dunp
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trucks going in and out, concrete trucks. | said
which 40 do you want to throw away?

So that was the issue | had. A good
farmer would not do that. A good farnmer is a
steward of his farm You would never allow this in
there. And then as things unfolded [ater on, we
found out how big these things were, and that cane
out in 2010. | didn't get it fromJay that day.

So anyway, after that -- but the nonth
went by, it was signup day; and they said, well, we
gotta make our decisions, now or never. | said,
well, it's your business. Eh, we're going to |et
her go. So ny dad was probably one of the rare
birds in Forest that actually turned down a | ease
agreenent, and they prom sed hi mseven turbines --
up to seven turbines, because we do have sone high

country over here.

So anyway, | said, Dad, I'll tell you
what; if it's that good a deal, you'll have your
second chance. | just can't imagine signing the
rights of that farmover. It doesn't nmake any

sense. There is nothing in it for the farnmer. So

anyway, God, wasn't nuch going on after that. W

ki nd of forgot about the whole deal. | thought that

wll never fly anyway. You know, | nean, obviously
7\
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the town board has got to be on deck on this thing.
There's going to have to be informational neetings

com ng up long before they ever make any deals with
t he t own board.

Well, | guess | was wong. So al ong cones
about 2009, | believe it was, the fall and spring,
the fornmer town chairman was delivering gravel to
Joe's farmover here. And Joe says, hey, Roger, he
says, what's going on with that wind project? |
gotta give you a little bit, you know, and hey,
Roger, you didn't sign any |eases, did you? |'m not
going there. Onh, really? Wll, I'll be darned. So
a few nore nonths go by, and then one of the | ast
things ny dad said before he passed away in February
of 2010 is | wonder what -- | don't see any
windmlls going up. Interesting. Yeah

So later on that sunmer, 2010, about
August, here one of our nei ghbors down the road,
he's got a repair shop, Freddie Nitchey, calls up
Joe, he says, have you seen the wind map? Joe says
no. Joe hops in his pickup, heads on down to
Freddie's place. Holy -- 39 wind turbines, 500
footers. I1t's like the Apaches shot arrows at the
Town of Forest, they're all over the place. No

rhynme or reason to it.
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Yeah. | nean, like | said, I"'mtrying to
stay on a neutral basis on this thing. It's |ike

this is definitely a buddy rig here. You're either
in the click or you' re not. Once we passed on those
w nd | ease agreenents, we were out of the circle,
never heard any nore after that. So to sumthis
whol e thing up, here's ny experience. GOkay? Back
in the '70s, ny dad had an opportunity to sell a
coupl e acres we had --

(Interruption by the reporter.)

MR. JACKELEN: I'msorry. Yeah, | talk a
little fast. Anyway, back in the '70s, ny dad had a
chance to sell a couple acres to the Mdl and
Cooperati ve which had an oil business at that tine,
and the land was right on 128 State Hi ghway, and
pretty lucrative at the tinme. | forget the exact
price; but so ny dad went out and he tal ked to Dave
Rasnmussen, he talked to Bruce Harris, a couple of
t he nei ghbors. They said, God, C arence, we don't
want that, geez, you know, to have a tank farm out
there next to our place.

So a couple weeks later, they called up
and said what do you think? He says, well, | gotta
| et her go. They said why? Neighbors don't want

it. Really? Yeah. That was the end of that.
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Big farnmer up by -- and actually his main
farmis over in St. Joe Township. This is pretty
recent, as of |ike |ast sumrer. Josh Atler, good
operator, good farmer, big dairy. Anyway, he was
getting the idea maybe he was kind of putting a plan
t oget her, he was going to put a three, 4,000 cow
dairy systemover in Erin Township. But instead
of -- he actually -- they practically went door to
door; and if the people weren't hone, they put door
knockers on their door handle to nake sure everybody
in that township knew what they were planning on
doing. And they got excellent infornmational
neetings. | talked to guys that |lived around it.
They got the feel of the public, the public didn't
want it, Josh said I'Il let her go. He respected
t he nei ghbors.

Now we got this thing, we got elected
officials, we got guys cutting deals under the
fricking wire. And it's |ike nobody can believe
this is even happening. So what do they do with it
then? They raise the ante. Well, if we kick it up
two turbines, then we can kick it back to the Public
Servi ce Conm ssion. Now our |ocal governnment has no
power .

So it's like living a nightnare to ne.
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And thanks for listening to ny | ong-w nded speech.
Appreciate it.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Thanks very mnuch.

MR JACKELEN:. Al right.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Doug Hi Il .

DOUG HI LL, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: That's H E L L.

MR HLL: HI L L. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You cone up here and do
this.

MR, H LL: That's okay. |It's happened
bef ore.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. You're at 117
Tiffany Creek Road in G enwood.

MR HILL: Yes, sir.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any particul ar turbines
you are interested in or concerned about?

MR HILL: I'ma host.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MR HILL: Okay? And it's on the property
at 3151 State Road 64, which is the farmsite, and
my son and his children are living there now, so...

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ckay. ot cha.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
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BY MR HLL: M nane is Doug HIl. 1've
lived and farnmed in the Town of Forest on the sane
farmas ny parents and grandparents for the better
part of nmy nearly 66 years. And | believe, as a
citizen of a consum ng society, we need to begin
taking responsibility for what happens in the world
around us. U. S. consunption of electricity has
nearly doubl ed every 20 years since 1960. 37
percent of U S. consunption is for residential use.
And our use increases by 50 percent during the air
condi ti oning season. Wth that kind of increasing
demand, we need to increase production or we w ||
see nore and nore rolling browouts and bl ackouts
during hi gh-use peri ods.

Most of our electric energy production
takes place in plants burning fossil fuels, which
are reasonably i nexpensive and fairly efficient, but
emt nmassive anobunts of greenhouse gases. |'m not
sure if greenhouse gases are causi ng gl obal warm ng
or not, if it is -- or if it is just a natural
cycle. But | do know that reducing greenhouse gases
will not harmus or our environnent. This process
of producing electricity is also the | eading cause
of industrial pollution in the United States. Not a

pretty picture in ny backyard.
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Nucl ear energy production is far nore
efficient. Nuclear fuel contains mllions of the
types of free energy found in carbon fuels.

However, nucl ear accidents at Three Mle Island in
1979, Chernobyl in 1986, and Fukushinma in 2011, have
rai sed serious questions about safety and health

i ssues. Also, the problens associated wth

| ong-term storage and di sposal of spent fuel rods is
still unresolved. Another not-so-pretty picture in
my backyar d.

That brings us to the use of renewable
energy sources. And we are here today to discuss
w nd energy, specifically H ghland Wnd Farm Wth
w nd power, there are no pollutants discharged into
t he atnosphere or any greenhouse gases enmtted. An
efficient wind farm can produce el ectricity
efficiently. H ghland Wnd Farmw || bring an
econom ¢ boost to our community and several good
jobs to the area for nmany years to cone.

To me, this whole concept appears to be a
nor e appeal i ng backyard than those other options.
For all of this and nore, | strongly support the
approval of the Hi ghland Wnd Farm Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you, sir. And |

apol ogi ze.
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MR. HILL: That's okay.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: M. Johnston. It's a
little easier.

MR, JOHNSTON: First name Ton?

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Yes.

THOVAS JOHNSTON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWVMARK: G ve us your nane for
the record, please.

MR. JOHNSTON: Yep. |It's Thomas Johnst on,
JOHNSTON And 1 live at 2934 210 Avenue in
Forest Townshi p.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. And any turbine
| ocation you're concerned about or interested in?

MR JOHNSTON: Yeah, nostly 5 and 6A,
they're | abeled on the map. And 5 is about 3,000
feet away fromus and 6A is about 1,700, maybe
1, 650 --

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

MR, JOHNSTON: -- fromour honme. Not our
property |line, but our hone.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR JOHNSTON: One of the things that |

noti ced when | was going through, even prior to the

testinony in Madi son, was that | was going through
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the expert testinony. And the expert testinony that
|"mreferring to is Hessler, Punch, Slaynmaker and
Schonmer. And when | was going through there, there
is alot of conflicting information. And they have
different theories that they pose, they have

di fferent assunptions that they put in. They have
all kinds of different things.

Here's the point that I'mtrying to make.
When expert testinony appears to be conflicting,
what happens many tines is that there's -- it's
anal ogous to, like, Five Blind Men, the story that
we' ve heard here before about five blind nen | ooking
around an el ephant trying to describe to people who
had never heard of an elephant. And it appears to
be conflicting, with very hard to understand what
t hey' re sayi ng.

And | think the experts are anal ogous to
that. They're giving us conflicting information.
But | think the reason that it's conflicting or it
appears to be conflicting is because there is a
| arger truth. And the point that I'mtrying to
drive to is that | would |like the Public Service
Comm ssion to not subject people of Forest Township
to what is essentially a 30-year experinent when the

conflicting expert testinony is certainly indicating
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that there is a larger truth that still remains to
be discovered. And it relates to an audi bl e noise,
i naudi bl e noi se, health effects and -- regarding the
i ndustrial w nd turbines.

So | would ask the Public Service
Commi ssion to not allowthe wind farmto proceed for
t hose reasons. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Thanks very
nmuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Now Anne Johnston

MR, JOHNSTON: The better half.

ANNE JOHNSTON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al |l right. Can you
gi ve us your name for the record.

MS. JOHNSTON: Anne Johnston, Anne with an
E. And ny address is 2934 210th Avenue. And there
are two turbines on the property behind us. The one
is 5 and the other one is an alternate that we are
concerned about. But there are also turbines around
us in the other direction too. So they are kind of
all around us.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. JOHNSTON: My husband and | noved
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here 11 years ago this nonth to enjoy the peace and
quiet of living in a small town. The hone we built
is an investnent in our retirenment, and we have
di scussed over the past years of giving land to our
kids for themto build on. W bought 80 acres, and
that's sonething that we'd |ike to be able to do.

In nmy opinion, if 41 500-foot industrial
scale wind turbines are allowed to be built, we wll
be adversely inpacted. First, we will |lose the

peace and quiet we cherish. And that was one of the

mai n reasons we cane out here. Second, | feel our
hone will | ose significant value or we won't be able
to sell it at all. Residents in d ennore,

W sconsin, the Shirley project, have had to nove
fromtheir honmes due to health effects caused by
ei ght turbines being built there in their industrial
wi nd project. There are 41 of these turbines
pl anned here in Forest. That's a huge, huge
di fference.

And third, we will |ose the use of our
| and for our boys to build hones here if that is
what they wish to do. Nobody in their right m nd
woul d want to build a honme an unsafe distance from
an industrial scale wind turbine. Qur land is being

used as a buffer zone by our neighbor who is hosting
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these turbines. And | don't believe that any of the
Comm ssioners would allow a 500-foot industrial
scale wind turbine 1,250 feet fromtheir homes
knowi ng that there would be health and safety issues
for their famlies.

In nmy opinion, if this project is
i nproved, our health, quality of life, and right to
use our own property will be extrenely conpron sed,
and our retirement will be adversely affected. So
' m asking the Conmi ssion to not approve this
project. And | thank you for your tine today.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Thank you, ma'am

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Denni s Eggert. Well,
apparently there is a problemw th the phone line
bei ng affected by phones in the room so if you just
want to make sure your phones are on nute, | guess
that has sonething to do with it. |'mnot an expert
on that, but...

MR. EGCGERT: Eggert.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Eggert. E GGE R T.

MR. EGGERT: Correct.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. And let nme swear
you in.

DENNI S EGGERT, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
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EXAM NER NEWVARK: And gi ve your address
or any property |ocation you' re concerned about.

MR, EGGERT: 2217 270th Street, which is
straight north of town. | have two turbines just a
little over half a mle fromny residence; and al
the power fromall 41 will go past ny residence to
t he substati on.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY VR EGGERT: Hello. M nane is Dennis
Eggert, 1'm 64 years old, and |I've |ived, worked and
farmed in the Town of Forest ny entire life. | also
served on the town board in the 1980s. The dislike
of this wind turbine project is obvious because of
the results of the recall and general el ection.
What a shanme the prom se of sone noney has done to
the people of this community. Famly, friends and
nei ghbors are di vi ded because of this project, and
we have not yet turned a shovel ful of dirt.

Constructing these turbines wll disrupt
people, animals, wild and donmestic, and birds. The
harnful effects are to be mnor, but they are only
mnor if they're in sonebody el se's backyard. |
don't want any of ny famly, friends or neighbors to
get sick, disrupted or displaced because of this

project. This Township of Forest wll survive just
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fine wthout the problens and prom se of noney for
this project. Please stop this project and | et our
townshi p begin to heal. Thank you.
EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you, sir.
(Wtness excused.)
EXAM NER NEWMARK:  Larry McNanmar a.
LARRY McNAMARA, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: G ve us your nane.
MR. McNAMARA: Larry MNamar a.
EXAM NER NEWMARK: And any address that

you' re concerned about or property in the project

area?

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

MR. McNAMARA: My concerns are as -- |'m
not going to go in -- everything has been

i nvesti gated, done, through all the channels, as far
as the health and all that. But | guess |
originally was in favor -- ny only dislike of the
project originally was to not -- the sight of them
just the visibility of |ooking at them But I
didn't interfere with what the nei ghbors were doi ng
and then |l ater when the board was switched and they
needed -- | did add one when they had to add two to
go to state levels. And wth this, the big thing

found out is | realized the dependence on having
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county, state and federal control to take this out
of local hands due to the conflict of the neighbors
and stuff.

Now, if it was 13 famlies here, if it was
my son going to war, would these 200 rebellers stand
up and fight like this not to have that happen? But
yet they're envious of the fact that sonebody may
make a dollar on renting sonme | and, which right now
with the corn prices it mght not be such a good
deal anyway.

And | guess |I'mjust -- sonebody has to
make a sacrifice. 1've been here for 66 years, ny
grandf at her was just in Cylon outside of Forest
Townshi p, and we're into the fourth generation
that's born here in Forest. And if there was no
progress, we would still not have our bl acktopped
roads, telephones, internet. |'msure you used the
freeway coming up. And if you left that up to the
people that |ived where that freeway was going to
go, they would -- yes, sonebody's got to make a
sacrifice. Just, like |l said, like we do with our
soldiers, there's great sacrifices being nmade.

That's where I'mat. | originally signed
the thing quite late just due to the fact that if

they had to cross ny land. And now | basically --
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like | said, due to the state | evel deal, | did add

one or I'"'mgoing to put one up. And | have now

realized, too, if you watch -- just watching TV or
| ooki ng at any nagazine, the windm Il signifies
country; and it also -- it will be saving ne, yes.

The alternative is to sell parcels of land to the
investors and stuff that want to build hones and
stuff. But this way | can keep the farm together.
And it's not only like alternative energy, it's

al ternative incone for ne.

And | guess that's where | stand on the
deal. So I'min favor of it as sacrificing ny |and
or -- if we can put a man on the noon, | feel we can
correct any problens that nay devel op. And |I have
made contact with a |ot of the people that are
living in these projects and there's not -- thus far
all this stuff isn't really a said-and-done probl em
There's nothing to -- that controls it.

So thank you, and | appreciate your
aut hority and your concern in listening to us.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Wel I, thanks very nuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Douglas -- is it Karan?

MR KARAU:. Kar au.

DOUGLAS KARAU, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
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EXAM NER NEWVARK: State your nane for the
record.

MR KARAU. Dougl as Kar au.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Can you spell your | ast
name.

MR KARAU. K AR A U

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. Geat. And tell
us where you |live or where you have property of
concern or the location on the property.

MR, KARAU. | live west of the Town of
Forest here on 69. M address is 2643 State Road
64, Enerald, Wsconsin.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR KARAU. MW wife and |, we purchased
our farmin 1980; so | may not be the |ongest
resident here, but | have lived in Forest for sone
time now M wfe has been town treasurer for 24
years. |'ve been a former town board nenber for --
| don't even know if it was six or eight years, but
it was | ess substantial. So we've been involved
with town politics for a while. Mst of it's always
been rural issues. W're a very rural town here.
So it's never a lot of action usually at our town
board neeti ng.

We did get involved in a -- the w nd
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turbine i ssue here back early 2008, 2007, in that
area. W were approached by a conpany, Enmerging
Energy, to give a presentation to the town board.
They were not on the agenda at that tine; so we
respectfully asked if they'd wait a nonth, we'd put

t hem on the agenda and then they can cone and give a
presentation at that tine.

The next nonth cane, and we didn't know if
they'd show up for nothing or if they were just
flying through or sonething; but they did show up,

t hey gave a presentation. And when they were there
t he nonth before, we had a couple of people in the
audi ence ask them questions. So they went hone and
cane back with a presentation on what they're

| ooking to do. They wanted to put a turbine up,

t hey done sone -- sone inverse studies said there
was sone potential for wind energy in the area. And
t hey gave a presentation. They didn't know exactly
what nodel s or where anything would be placed. This
was all just starting a study.

They -- peopl e asked questions, size of

tur bi nes, what do these turbines |ook |ike, how many

are we tal king? You know, at that stage nobody knew
yet. So we went on fromthere. |If you don't mnd,
" mgoing to put nmy glasses on. | need these
7\
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cheaters.
|'ve raised a famly on our farm |
farmed it. And as of right now, I work for a

nursi ng hone conpany as a mai ntenance and life
safety specialist in the Twin Cities area. MW wfe
is a teacher in the Head Start Program So we've
been very involved with the | ocal area here.

My testinony is not going to be about the
project. A lot's been said about the project and
what is good or what is bad. There's been a | ot of

m sinformation, there's been a | ot of saying what

every -- | was told once when | was a town board
menber that -- by an opponent of the thing that no
matter what you say, I'mgoing to say or do whatever

IS necessary not to have it happen to our thing.

So |I've had all kinds of experiences
happen to ne. |[|'ve been involved in many | awsuits
over the last four years, and |'m not even going to
go there. This isn't the venue to address that in.

What |"'mgoing to tal k about is sone
reality, what these -- you know, we never denied
anybody any right to speak at any town board
nmeeting, give any presentation they wanted to,
address their issues. But, then again, we did not

deny anybody wanting to ask questions positive on
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the windmll, to talk to the -- you know, there was
none of the town board neetings if Energing Energy
tal ked to them or not.

This neans a ot to the individual
farmers. These individual farmers in this rural
community, just |ike any other county -- | have a
degree in diversified agricultural fromthe
Uni versity of M nnesotan and an econom cs degree
fromR ver Falls, so | pretty well understand
agriculture. And these farnmers do not take their
duties as farners lightly. They research a project.
They may not sit around a big conference table and
make bi g decisions as a corporation does. But they
do sit around their famly table and they di scuss an
i ssue between their famly nenbers, maybe their
significant other, nmaybe their wife, their children,
maybe aunts and uncles. Sone it nay be for, sone it
may be against. But that's their individual choice.
That's nothing -- as a town board nenber | didn't
feel it was ny job to enter that. | just wanted to
make sure that everybody that had a question coul d
answer -- ask their question and | ook for an answer
if they coul d.

These farners have the right to diversify

their agricultural production. As we've seen
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t hrough this last sunmer wth the drought and heat,
no -- every farnmer knows not to put his eggs in one
basket. They're always | ooking for sonme way to
diversify their production potential on the farm
and that being this wind energy is a source, just
like their corn takes the sun power, transmts it
into grain. Wiat wind is is just the difference
bet ween hot and cold, solar energy creating a w nd
and these wind turbines are harvesting that w nd.
So it's an agricultural production unit that fits
very well in this area of agriculture.

They require the setback rulings, we were
very well aware of them the setback rulings ask
that there be |land buffers around these turbines.
So we realized that this would have to be in a rural
agricultural setting if this was to happen. It
wasn't our choice to have it happen or not. That's
t he people's choice. But we were just -- you know,
it could happen in this area because we were an
agricul tural area.

These farmers are -- you hear a | ot about
industrial wind turbines. These farners are in the
i ndustry of agriculture. They realize that they
can't farmwth the B John Deere no nore. |If

they're going to farm nowadays, they gotta have
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i ndustrial -size equi pnent, they gotta have
industrial-size planters, tractors, to get the crop
in. Yes, they hear lots of conplaints from people
driving cars up and down the road that there's sl ow
machi nery, it's noisy machinery, it's big machinery.
And these farmers don't like that, but they've got
to get their job done and they know they're going to
have this grief put upon them

These farnmers, they can't mlk three cows
no nore and nmake a living for their famly. They
know t hey gotta use econom es of scale to use
i ndustrial-size mlking parlors, barns, and
enterprises to nake -- to produce the mlk. They
realize that they don't do this all on their own.
They're all part of an industry that's put together.
There is a mlk truck driver that goes up and down
the road and picks up the mlk, takes it to a plant,
that plant processes it into cheese, and then that
gets put onto a warehouse, gets to a grocery store
and everybody benefits by that. And that's all done
t hrough the industry of agriculture.

So these wi nd turbines being addressed as
industrial, it's -- agriculture is industrial. It's
just part of an industry of agriculture using a

means of a production unit, the wind turbine, to
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diversify his agricultural production, make a little
nore incone on it. Maybe his crops failed that
year, but he does have a little to fall behind on

Everybody doesn't have to have -- or maybe
they don't want it, they don't have to have it.
Nobody's sayi ng who and who cannot. That's their
own i ndividual decision. They sat down with their
famly nenbers, they evaluated it, see if it fits
into their program and if it did, they went al ong
withit. | was no part of any part of that. But --
and if they didn't want it, nobody was forced to say
you've got to do it, this project wll fall through
if you don't do it. Everybody was respected for
their own decision and was given their right to nove
forward or back dependi ng upon that.

These farnmers realize that no matter
where -- what they do, being in agricultural with
animals, they're going to be conpl ai ned about the
smell, the dirt, the noise; or if it's wwth farm
machi nery novi ng back and forth to fields planting
their crops or harvesting their crops, the consuner
is going to be conplaining to them about the noise
and the dust, lights at night, or being it spreading
their resources of the animal production, the snell

of the manure or sonmething. They're all getting
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conpl ai nts.

These farners are used to having consuners
conplain to them They do the best they can. But
they realize that they cannot answer every conpl ai nt
by not doing it, because by not doing it, there wll
be no agricultural as we know -- there will be no
agriculture, period. So they go about doing their
agriculture production, they diversify their
production how they see fit or not fit, and that's a
deci si on made by peopl e that handl e noneys; j ust
li ke a big corporation where they got |ots of
resources going into their crops, they got |ots of
resources going into their animal production, and
t hey' re maki ng deci sions, but they're nmaking their
deci si on based on the stewardshi p of how they run
their farmand how t hey want that farm

Many of these farmers have been around for

gener ations and generations and generations. |

nyself, | haven't lived here all that |ong, but ny

famly has farners that have been around. | cane

fromsouthern Mnnesota. |'ve seen wi nd turbines

for 30 years. | have never heard of an ill effect

of anybody that | know about it. | done ny

research. | talked to nany people in southern

M nnesota that have turbines. | talked to them down
7~
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H ghway 12. They have themright outside Hector. |
went to school with nmany people from Hector; ran
into these people from Buffal o Lake, they have them
ri ght outside the town, they have themright outside
of Carlton College, right outside University of

M nnesota canpus where | went to school at. And
done a lot of research. And there is a |lot of hype,
there's a lot of scare tactics, there's a lot of the
dirty political games that you woul d have never

t hought coul d happen in Forest Township, and there
is alot of that going around.

But this is a fine opportunity for the
peopl e that want to take advantage, and there is
consi deration for the people that -- | realize
everybody's not going to want to | ook at them
everybody's not going to want to -- they're going to
be scared sonehow, there's a |lot of scare tactics
t hat have been thrown out there. Mst of themare
not founded as | can ever see any fact to. And if
there is, there is mtigation in the setback rul es
and the windm Il siting rules to address al npost --
|"msure there is a potential problemthat | can't
i magi ne, but any one that | can is there.

|'d like to thank this opportunity to get

my two cents into this.
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EXAM NER NEWVMARK: All right. Thanks very
nmuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Rita Buhr.

M5. BUHR: That's right, Buhr.

RI TA BUHR, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Can you give us your
nane.

MS. BUHR: Rita Buhr, B UHR

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And you |ive at 2081
County Road P?

MS. BUHR:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any particular w nd
turbine site or |ocation?

M5. BUHR® We are a host famly.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. BUHR.  Menbers of the PSC, ny
grandfather settled in the Townshi p of Forest over
90 years ago. The |land was cleared, trees were cut
down, and | ogs were sent off on the train. The
| andscape changed. But the need for cropland was
evident for farmers. M father purchased the farm
that nmy husband and | reside on over 65 years ago.

| have lived here all ny life.
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The Township of Forest is a farm ng
community where we are stewards of the | and.
Farmers rai se corn, soybeans and ot her various
crops. The countryside is dotted with dairy cattle
whi ch provide us with endl ess dairy products and
beef cattle for our neat consunption. Excess
commodities are sold to the nmarket to be processed
into consunmabl e products that each of us purchase at
our local grocery. How can a wind farm be any
different?

The Hi ghland Wnd Farmis a project of
harvesting the wind, a product that will provide
each and every one of us wth clean and renewabl e
energy, neeting our ever-increasing needs. Yes, the
| andscape will change, just as it did 90 years ago.
The Hi ghl and Wnd project is of utnost inportance
for our future generations. On return to our hone
one evening, the wnd was blowi ng. M husband
menti oned how windy it was. And our grandson, age
10, commented saying, well, that's a good thing,
isn'"t it? Yes, it is a good thing. | ask that you
support the Hi ghland Wnd Farm proj ect.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Carol Johnson.
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CAROL JOHNSON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN
EXAM NER NEWVARK: G ve us your nane.
MS. JOHNSON: Carol Johnson, J OHN S ON
EXAM NER NEWVARK: And you're at 2261
270th Street?
MS. JOHNSON: Correct.
EXAM NER NEWVARK: Deer Park.
MS. JOHNSON:  Yes.
EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  And any particul ar
| ocati on you' re concerned about or want to --
MS. JOHNSON:  No.
EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
BY M5. JOHNSON: My nane is Carol Johnson
| am a resident of Forest Townshi p and have been
since 2009. | do not own |land within the boundaries
of the Hi ghland Wnd Farm and to the best of ny
know edge will not personally benefit financially
fromthe wind farm
In the interest of full disclosure, | ama
retired -- | amretired froma career that included
several years working in the comercial w nd
i ndustry. [|'ve never worked for Energing Energies,
t he devel oper of the Hi ghland Wnd Farm but have

wor ked on several w nd farm devel opnents for a
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variety of comrercial w nd devel opers. | have

absol utely no concerns with living near w nd
tur bi nes; and as soneone who i s know edgeable in the
technol ogy, ny testinony today is in support of the
H ghl and Wnd Farm

Bef ore we noved to Forest Township, we
woul d visit often, nostly on weekends, and were
excited to hear of the proposed wind farm Those
that we talked to in the community seened genui nely
excited about the project. It was the talk of the
t own.

As sonmeone who has seen the direct
benefits of wind farm devel opnments in small farm ng
communities, | knewthis |ittle Town of Forest would
experi ence an econom c devel opnent that woul d ensure
the future of its agricultural nature. | knew the
smal | businesses in the area, restaurants, gas
stations, hotels and grocery stores, would enjoy the
growth of their small businesses as a result of the
w nd farm devel opnent. | also knew that there
were -- there would be nmuch needed job opportunities
for some of the residents in the comunity. Al
very positive inpacts to a small farm ng comrunity
and a part of Wsconsin that is |ucky enough to have

a w nd resource strong enough for a wnd farm
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devel opnent .

| was extrenely disappointed when the
anti-w nd propaganda began to surface. | knew from
my experience in developing wind farns that the
i nformati on existed; but in the areas where |
wor ked, the residents wel coned the wi nd devel opnent
as they saw the val ue of devel oping their val uable
natural resource, wind, that was promnent in their
area. | also knew that the propaganda being
circul ated had many tines been proven to be based on
fal sehoods and was sinply a scare tactic to attenpt
to gain support against the wnd industry.

Those who are famliar with wind farns
know they are not only economcally beneficial to
the farm ng comunity, but safe to live within and
near. The shane of what has happened in our
community is that people who know better but oppose
t he project have been able to use msinformation to
scare those who do not know better in order to
support their anti-w nd agenda.

| urge the Public Service Commission to
approve the Hi ghland Wnd Farm for devel opnent as
soon as possible. The Town of Forest, State of
W sconsin, and the United States of Anerica cannot

afford to delay any | onger the devel opnent of nuch
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needed renewabl e energy projects such as this
H ghl and Wnd Farm Thank you very nuch for your
tinme.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ri chard Lanbert.

Rl CHARD LAMBERT, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And gi ve us your nane,
pl ease.

MR. LAMBERT: Richard Lanbert.

EXAM NER NEWARK: L A MB E R T?

MR. LAMBERT: Right. 2336 280th Street.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. O ear Lake?

MR LAMBERT: Yeah.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Li ke | asked everyone,
do you have a particular |ocation or turbine site
you' re concer ned about ?

MR. LAMBERT: |I'mup in the northern
portion. Probably the closest one is maybe
three-quarters of a mle or so of -- ny
brother-in-lawis going to have | think three right
around his place. He's down on P.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
BY MR LAMBERT: | have |ived in Forest
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Townshi p for over 45 years with ny wife, Marlys, who
was born and raised here. W raised our famly here
and have enjoyed the many benefits of living in a
rural communities: being able to | ook out ny w ndow
and see nunerous wildlife and the peace and serenity
of living in the country.

During this tinme, | have observed many new
famlies nove into the area and build new hones to
enjoy the sanme benefits. Al of a sudden, because
of the actions of our previous town board and the
actions of the host famlies, we have the
possibility of |ooking at 41 500-foot-tall w nd
generating turbines. |I'msure this is not what the
peopl e who have noved here had envi si oned.

Bef ore our town board went ahead and
si gned any papers wi th Enmergi ng Energi es/ Hi ghl and
Wnd Farm LLC, they should have | ooked into the
matter nore thoroughly. Letters should have been
sent to the residents of the township inform ng them
of what was going on. Sonething of this nature
which will affect the future of the township for
years to come cannot sinply be decided by three
board nenbers. Not all issues can be decided by the
al mghty dollar.

| f Emerging Energies/H ghland Wnd Farm
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LLC, were to get approval for this project, we wll
no | onger see new famlies nove into the area, the
growh of this township will cease; and, in fact, it
will probably decline if the people are even able to
sell their hones and nove el sewhere. This al one

w ll not be an easy task once the wind turbines are
in and operati ng.

My feelings and the feelings of the
majority of the residents of this township are that
t hese huge turbines do not belong in a residential
and agricultural area. They should be out in wde
open spaces where the effect on individual hones and
their pursuit of happiness as stated in the
Constitution will not be affected. And | want to
t hank you for your consideration in this matter.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thanks very nuch.

(Wtness excused.)

(D scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWWARK: We have d ori a Hogan,
Logan? Looks like L OGA N Here she is. Ckay.
G eat .

GLORI A LOGAN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Pl ease spell your nane

for the record.

M5. LOGAN. L OGA N
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EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right.

MS. LOGAN:. (doria Logan.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  And you're at 2880
County Road Q in Clear Lake?

MS. LOGAN. That's correct.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Any particular site
| ocation or property you' re concerned about?

MS5. LOGAN. W have turbine nunber 5 and
three other turbines that | will address in ny
coment .

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. LOGAN: Go ahead? M nane is
G oria Logan. M address is 2880 County Road Q
Cl ear Lake, Wsconsin. M husband and | have owned
and lived at this address for over 46 years. M
husband, Dale, has lived in Forest Township all his
life. W chose this area because of the peace and
quiet of rural life, availability of good school s,
cl oseness to fam ly, convenient commute to the Tw n
Cities for enploynment, and good nei ghbors.

We grew up associating with many of the
Forest residents. W consider this a good and safe
pl ace to raise our children. Now, in our retirenent

years, which should be a tine of relaxation for us,
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we are faced wth 41 al nost-500-feet-tall industrial
comrercial wind turbines. The proposed number 5
turbine is 1,495 feet southeast of our house. That
| arge machi ne can throw ice a distance further than
that. If it starts on fire, we are within the
danger zone. Three nore turbines are proposed
within one mle of our residence.

Ener gi ng Energi es al so proposes to run the
under ground transm ssion cable in the ditch past our
house. Shadow flicker can cover our entire
property. W are on the list of residences with
predi cted val ues of greater than 45 dBA noi se | evel.
What is the dollar value of our house? Unsal able.

In nmy opinion, this project was inproperly
handl ed fromthe start. Informational letters
shoul d have been mailed to all town residents and
| andowners before the project started. Public
i nformati onal neetings should have been held to
include all residents and | andowners. A speci al
ref erendum vot e shoul d have been held so the
citizens of Town of Forest could deci de whet her or
not they lived (sic) an industrial comrercial w nd
turbine facility. Invitations to informational
nmeetings were only after the agreenents had been

si gned.
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| do not want to see our township littered
w th broken-down turbines in years to cone. It is
my opinion that PSC approval of this project woul d
be disastrous to the Township of Forest. The soci al

environnent in the Township of Forest is sad, very

sad.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

MS. LOGAN: Thank you very much

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: El den Setter, S E T T-
ER AmIl getting that right? 1'Il put him aside

for right now Let's go off the record for a
m nut e.

(Di scussion off the record.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Back on.

JAI ME JUNKER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: M. Junker, go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

MR. JUNKER: So these are ny opinions.
The applicant increased the size of the project by a
coupl e of turbines in order to conplete their
application and conme under the jurisdiction of the
state PSC rather than the Town of Forest. |If the
Shirley Wnd project, which was desi gned by the

applicant, has three famlies |eaving their hone,
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could it be possible that a project with 41 turbines
desi gned by the sane conpany coul d have
proportionately 15 fam |ies abandoning their hone --
homes rather? |[If one of these inportant
coefficients that we've | earned about over the |ast
few days used for nodeling is off alittle bit,
could that be 20 or 30 famlies will need to | eave
their hones?

It seens there is nore information than
not that this project has a real possibility to
become a man-made di saster. Next week, the
applicant is going to be allowed to show what a
redesign to 40 dBAs will do to the project. And
respectfully, you know, have we figured out whether
that's going to be used as a ground coefficient of
zero, which we | earned the |ast few days was
meani ngful , versus a ground coefficient of 5 when
they do this hypothetical to redesigning at 40 dBA?
| think that's very inportant.

My opinions are howw !l the town be able
to have our experts relook at a redesign and pay our
experts to do so? The --

MR WLSON: Your Honor, |I'mgoing to have
to object.

MR JUNKER: [It's nmy opinion and |'m a
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resi dent.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: | f you can just nove on
to the project generally and not specifics about the
case. | think that will probably be hel pful to
avoid a conplication.

MR. JUNKER: Ckay. All docunents to the
docket are inportant because this is the first tine
| am aware of that a |ocal governnment has renounced
a PSC application for a wind farm So it's
extrenely inportant that the docket -- that the
findings of fact going to the Comm ssion really
wite up the town's position because it shows the
hi story of the project.

Utimately, | believe any redesi gned
project really wasn't the intention of Hi ghland; and
t hat whol e process is not giving the comunity the
resources as this redesign is put forward at 40 dBA
to basically put up the argunents for it.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. And you'll have
a chance to address that when that's filed. The
town will have a chance to address all of that.

MR JUNKER: Okay.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Just so you know t hat.

MR JUNKER: All right. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWMARK:  All right. Thanks.
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(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ckay. Rick
St ei nber ger.

Rl CK STEI NBERGER, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Pl ease spell your nane
for the record.

MR. STEINBERGER: It's Rick Steinberger.
Steinberger is STEI NBERGER

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. | have you at
1969 County Road P in d enwood?

MR. STEI NBERGER: That's correct.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: |s there any ot her
properties or particular turbine |ocation you're
concerned about ?

MR. STEI NBERGER: The cl osest one | have
is nunber 49; and the setbacks -- actually, the
1,250 foot infringes on ny properties. So that's a
concern of m ne.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR- STEINBERGER: But | didn't cone
near as prepared as | wanted to today because in the
| ast three weeks |'ve been dealing with i ssues such
as asbestos, nmercury, over in the State of
M nnesota. 30, 40, 50 years ago, asbestos,

mercury -- renenber playing with it in science

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 822
Volume 5

cl ass? Asbestos was the next big thing for
i nsul ation?

Well, right now we're dealing with nercury
i n nanograns. There's one billion nanograns in a
gram There's 454 grans in a pound. And we used to
play with this stuff in school, in science class.
Asbestos, they neasure that in mcrons. | nean, you
can't see mcrons. \Wat you can't see can hurt you.

And |'ve been dealing with this stuff for
t hree weeks, |eaving the house at 3:30 in the
norni ng, getting hone at 9, 10 at night; and this to
me is what this township is getting into right now
| was actually kind of on the -- little bit of the
green energy side before |I actually got on the town
board, which I'mnow on. And |I've been | ooking for
15 years to put up a personal wind turbine in ny
yard to try to help with nmy electricity consunption
You can't make them pay for thensel ves.

So |I've been looking at all this stuff.
And then when | heard about the size of these, |
started researching and | started hearing and it's,
i ke, these things can't be that bad for you. You
know, with all the health inpacts that they're
saying. Well, | was appointed to the plan

comm ssion and | started doing ny research; and |
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researched the far left, | researched the far right.
And you can pretty nmuch form an opinion on both
sides. You can -- | tried to stay in the mddle a
little bit.

And then readi ng about the Shirley

project, okay, | can't nake that a condition on the
Shirley project '"til | go out there nyself. So
did. | took a trip out there. | got ny wife and ny

t hree daughters with nme, we're driving around
| ooking at it. | spent about 20 mnutes out in
front of one of them | ooking around. And |I'm not
telling the kids what we're up to. And ny one
daughter tells ne, hey, Dad, can we get out of here,
| got a really bad headache. | had a headache, but
| didn't want to say nothing. And |I'mjust thinking
it's just a headache. Until | left, 30 ml|es down
the road, ny headache di sappeared, ny daughter's
di sappeared. | never said a word to them about it.
So that got nme really thinking and doi ng
the research on this. And to ne, we have the
potenti al because what we can't see can harm
I'"'m-- like | said, I"'mdealing with it at work.
You know, and the noise. | don't
under stand how we can | ook at the different noise

| evel s when the World Health Organi zations are
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t al ki ng between 30 and 35 dBA for a good ni ght

sl eep, and we're allowed 45. Sone peopl e sleep

during the daytine where it's 55. | don't

under stand how we can look at this. [It's
incredible. | nention safety again. Land. It's
page 52 or 58, | can't quite recall, of the Nordex
N100 manuals. It says in case of a fire evacuate

1,500 feet. GCkay. So now you can put these things
250 feet away froma home where in the case of a
fire now the honmeowners have to evacuate? | don't
see that as being right here.

You know, and then you | ook at
efficiencies and clean and green. Wat people don't
under st and about cl ean and green on these things
also is there's a product that's called rare earth
mnerals that's required in the south for the
generators. These rare earth mnerals are
environnentally -- how should | put this -- it's not
a real environnental situation to mne them It's a
hard rock m ning process. So prinmarily they're
mned in China. A year ago | read an article from
Chi na about this great big environnental disaster
spill because of rare earth mnerals going into the
cl ean green energy.

| read an article | ast week from Dennmar k
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wth all the turbine blades that they're having
problems with. Their landfills are filling up
because of the overused turbines. Well, that sane
scenario is going to cone to the United States, cone
to the State of Wsconsin. Ganted, technology is
getting better. You know, so if we're going to
stick governnent noney into these, let's stick it
into the research, not stick it into places where
we're going to have -- | heard it in the past -- a
gui nea pig situation.

And, you know, going through all this
stuff, I"mlooking; and in the application, | | ook
at sone portions of it, you know, where the town
doesn't have any access permts to this, you know,
the town doesn't have road agreenents with this. |
mean, so there is a lot in the application that the
Town of Forest is not totally agreeing with either.

Once again, back to the research on the
w nd energy. | was astounded how nuch material is
out there. And as I'mgoing through this, it just
got into nmy head here about a nonth ago when we
started tal king about health issues that |I'm
t hi nki ng about, well, this is ny owmn fanmly. | have
a wfe that has an irregul ar heartbeat, | have a

daughter with asthma, and | have anot her daughter
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who gets dizzy and has severe headaches quite
frequently. M, nyself, | just feel like I'm
getting ol d.

But it's out there. And | was trying to
| ook at all this stuff trying to help wite a w nd
or di nance when |I'm not even thinking about nmy own
famly. [|'mthinking of the overall protection of
the town. And just |ooking at that, you know, 1've
been in the town for 21 years, ny famly is
predom nantly fromthe Town of Forest, ny dad grew
up here, nmy aunt and uncle live on the hone farm
that's in the Town of Forest. And it's just -- it's
hard to believe we're in a situation |ike this.

So if the Public Service Commi ssion is
going to err, err on the safe side. Don't nake an
error that we're going to go down the road and end
up being like nercury, asbestos and the tobacco
industry. And just on a final thought, the
certificate for public convenience and necessity.
Define conveni ence, define necessity. Neither one
of those two words fit this project in the Town of
Forest. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Laverne Hoitonmt, H O |-
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T OMT.

MR HO TOMI: My conplinents. You
pronounced it quite well.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right.

LAVERNE HO TOMI, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: 1'Ill give you a shot at
your nane then.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY VR HO TOMI: My nane is Laverne
Hoitont. |'m sonmewhat over the 70-year mark. |1've
been in this township for the better part of nost of
my life and still a resident here.

And | amnot a -- concerned as nuch about
t he presence of the wndml|ls because ny nei ghbor's
got a couple of them they are across the road for
me, but the highway will probably restrict themfrom
my presence. (Qbviously there is many others that
have got a concern.

And sonme of ny concerns are with the
safety of the proposed collector -- routing of the
collector circuits that go through the township
ditches. There are going to be obviously issues
over the next 30 years, there may be signage that
broke off, culverts that coll apse, drainage that has

to be repaired. And if there's roads that are --
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traffic is interrupted, how do we go about fixing
then? Do we shut the power down, do we risk the
life of individuals that are worki ng out there?
Qobvi ously there are ways of |ocating. They have
el ectronic |locating devices, but they' re accurate to
a degree. Mbst of us would not probably trust our
life on them

So you w nd up having to have to hand
| ocate to obviously get to where you can expose it.
Ckay. You're running a shovel and there is 34,000
volts down in that ditch. | think that gets a
little bit nerve-racking for the person that's
working on it.

| worked for the telecommunications
i ndustry for 40 years. | amwell aware of signage
is mediocre at best, records are not al ways
accurate. There's a potential for things to get,
shall we say, for sonebody's life to be in danger or
certainly be injured.

And I'm al so worried about the electrical
i nduction or AC induction that is comng off of the
static device that's on the horizontal access w nd
turbine. This device is designed to strip the
static buildup off of the shaft so that it doesn't

destroy the bearings. At least that's howit's
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advertised in their literature. They can take up --
reduce up to 3,000 volts of static energy. It
obviously has to go into sonme ground field. |I'm
assum ng the ground field will probably be also tied
in with the collector circuit grounding. | may be
wong, I'mnot sure. | haven't seen their design on
it. But if this is traveling in the ground, nost of
us who have done any work with the electrical, we
know that electricity will usually follow the path
of least resistance. |If it follows the path of

| east resistance and sone of these coll ector
circuits are within a couple hundred feet or a
hundred feet from sonebody's hone and there is
buried cable in the ground going to their tel ephone
and that ground that that tel ephone cabl e has got
seens to provide a better grounding path than what
may be out there in the field, at that present tine,
it may just well follow down that there ground
shield that's around the tel ephone cable. And, you
know, | don't think anybody wants that.

We've got farmers out here that are trying
to, shall we say, stay in business with dairy
operations. The term"stray voltage"” is well known
anongst farnmers in any operational size. The

mtigation for stray voltage gets very costly.
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Sonebody has to absorb the cost of it. And if you
don't, you've got cattle that probably get pretty

junpy every tine they stick their nose in a drinking

cup or go over to a water tank. It's a very strong
potential cows will reduce their mlk output because
of lack of drinking and they soon will also --

possibility of aborting, and they probably won't
cone back into estrus the way they should for
br eedi ng pur poses.

And little things like that, it just seens
like a -- something that needs to be addressed, you
know, so that this scenario doesn't happen in our
townshi p. And communi cations is another thing that
is involved with these here collector circuits. You
| ook at our communications. | have had personal
contact with a tel ephone utility in southern
M nnesota, and they tal ked about the Lake Benton,

M nnesota area, the trouble they had out there with
noise -- trying to mtigate the noise probl emthat
devel oped. And I'm going to quote what they said,
"The magnetic fields coupled to the tel ephone
circuits and the |ongitudinal currents are induced

into the cable pairs. Sone of this current is

converted to tel ephone circuit noise, noise that is

extrenely difficult to mtigate.” And | discussed
7\
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wth the individual that was the expert involved in
hel ping this conmpany mtigate this. He said that it
basically got down to one fix, and that was they had
to provide fiber optic to the premse to all the
custoners in the area.

Well, this area up in here that is served
by C ear Lake Tel ephone and CenturyLink, the only
fiber optic that's in the ground goes to a few of
their fair ganme devices and fromthemit goes copper
to the custonmer. Like | said, |I've worked in this
i ndustry for 40 years and I'mwell aware of the
potential for this to happen. And it's -- they said
it's a proven fact, they said that anytinme these
parallel -- these collector circuits parallel to
t el ephone cables, they wind up with the induction if
it's over a half a mle. Short runs, probably not a
problem Many other areas, if they go perpendi cul ar
to the tel ephone cables, they haven't run into an
issue. But they said if you parallel themand it's
over a half mle and if you | ook at the -- well,
it's on the PSC website. There is a very
descriptive drawi ng showi ng these collector circuits
paral l eling many of these tel ephone cables that are
buried in the ditch.

The tel ephone utilities had the
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ri ght-of-way previous. They followed all the rules
that the state mandated to bury these. | don't know
what they're going to do if they have to conme back
after this thing is up and running. This could be
an issue, you know, we've got all this voltage in

t he ground, now how do they go about burying it?

And they didn't explain how they covered the cost of
it out in Lake Benton, they said that was a seal ed
docunent, that | have no idea who covers the cost.

| feel that it should not be thrust upon the
ratepayers in the country here because of the fact
that the conpany has to provide all of this here new
facility.

And cell phones aren't going to be a
usabl e commodity because an awful |arge part of this
geographic area in this community doesn't bode well
for cell service. You ve got too many hills and
obstacles in the way, unless they put up a whole |ot
nore towers, there is not going to be good cell
service. And | don't think that's fair to the
people here to wipe out their ability to call 911,
call the sheriff's departnent, for whatever they
need and have absolutely no tel ephone service? |
think that's a -- would be a pretty costly thing to

shove down their throat.
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And | guess | ast, but not |east, talking
about communication. Exhibit 10 of the Town of
Forest testinony brings to |light sonme very
di sturbi ng evidence as far as |'m concerned
regardi ng comruni cati on or |ack of between Hi ghl and
W nd/ Ener gi ng Energi es and the previ ous town board.
It appears in ny mnd that there was very little
design informati on available to the town board
before the August 12th, 2010 agreenent. It was not
presented to the plan conm ssion adequately for them
to decide before that. Miltiple e-nmails were
exchanged between the attorney for the Town of
Forest and the attorney for Hi ghland Wnd di scussing
the fact that there were no plans to review, and
sonme nenbers of the town were -- there was one
menber of the town board was very unconfortabl e yet.
Their conmuni cations indicated that a conflict of
interest was real and of concern.

It appears to nme that our previous town
board was not totally forthright wth all of the
citizens of the Forest Township. The town's |egal
gui dance certainly appears to have aided in the
decepti on.

"1l conclude that if projects of this

nature are so good for the area and everyone |iving
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around it, why is there so nuch secrecy and
deception involved? How can anyone trust this
conpany to be a good nei ghbor and | ook out for the
wel fare of our community? | say this project should
be denied. Thank you for your tine.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Let's get off the
record for a second.

(Di scussion off the record.)

(Recess taken from4:20 to 4:30 p.m)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Next person | have on
the list is TimLienau.

TI M LI ENAU, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Spel |l your nane for us.

MR, LIENAU:. Lienau, L1 ENAU, first
name Ti m

EXAM NER NEWVARK: All right. And you're
at North 1301 County Road Y, Menononie?

MR. LI ENAU. Yeah, southern Dunn County.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al |l right. Any
property that's affecting you or turbine |ocation
you' re concerned about ?

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR LIENAU: | have no connection to

Forest, Enerald or anyplace up in this neck of the
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woods. |'m not connected to the industry in any
way, shape or form | am as you can see, pro

alternative energy; and | felt that | needed to
drive the 50 miles up here to make ny peace. And |
normally don't do this and I'ma bit nervous in
regards to that, so please bear with ne.

| really think that when we all wake up in
the norning and hit the alarmclock and turn on the
light, we have a shared responsibility. And that
shared responsibility is either -- for being able to
have a business and work and comruni cate and bei ng
able to have what we want, what we need, in our
soci ety; and that happens to be -- cone with cost.
And sonetines that cost is fairly high. And | think
the fol ks that have a car and you put gas in it, the
responsibility is that we have to get the oil, we
have to pay the price to get the oil, we have to pay
the mlitary to protect the oil and the routes to
get it here. And that cost is a shared
responsibility that we all have.

And the thing of it is, is that if a wnd
farmin Forest, in Oklahoma, in Texas, in southern
M nnesota, if that will help us not have 200, 000 nen
in the Arabian Sea, not to have 50,000 nen at Walter

Reed getting bits and pieces put back together
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again, if that happens to be, you know, not ripping
the top off nmountains in Appalachia or ripping the
tops of nountains off in Woni ng, well, you know,
maybe we gotta be | ooking at some of this stuff,

fol ks. | mean, we have a shared responsibility
because we all reach over and hit that switch. And
we hit it wthout even thinking, not even wonderi ng,
we just hit that sw tch.

And the thing of it is, is that this part
of the mx -- coal's part of the mx, nuclear is
part of the m x. But ny God, nuclear, are you guys
kidding me? W gotta watch it for 10,000 years,
10,000 years. Cone on. | don't know. All | could
tell you is that granted there may be sone issues
with how this was brought up and how it was sorted
out, | think there's things that probably could have
been done better or different, you know. There is
no question about it.

| don't know, | travel a little bit,
travel down in Indiana, Illinois and seen these big
wi nd farnms and, you know, just kind of in passing
with fol ks, stopping at the rest area, gas station
| said, hey, you know, what's it |ike running around
wth these things? They go, a little rough at

first, you get used to it. Just like railroad, just
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li ke big industrial stuff. You know, sooner or
| ater you hear it and sooner or |ater you don't hear
it because it's just kind of the background noi se.
It's just like when the interstate went
t hrough. Boy, 1'Il tell you, people were whining
and crying about that, you know, 70 decibels, 80
decibels, it's a lot of noise. But sooner or |ater
it just is a background drone.
|s there a health effect? | don't know.
You know, you got sonething to say about it. And
think that's sonething that needs to be addressed
and | think over tinme, these technical issues wll
be dealt with, at least | hope they will, okay? And
| think it's sonething that needs to be addressed.
But | still think, fol ks, we have a shared
responsibility because if you' re going to reach that

switch and hit "er in the norning, it's got to cone
from soneplace. |It's got to cone from sonepl ace.
Thank you for your tine.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al l right.

MR LIENAU: But | amin support of it. |
t hi nk we gotta nove there.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. Well, thank you,

MR. LI ENAU.  You bet.

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 838
Volume 5

(Wtness excused.)
EXAM NER NEWVARK: Mark Tel lijohn.
MARK TELLI JOHN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Spel |l your name for us.

MR TELLIJOAN. Mark TE L LI J OHN.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  You're at 2030 280th
Street in Eneral d?

MR, TELLIJOHN:  Yes.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Any ot her property or
tower | ocation you' re concerned about?

MR, TELLIJOHN: No. [|'m not concerned.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR TELLIJOHN. M nane is Mark
Tellijohn. 1've lived in the Township of Forest ny
entire life, 57 years. | own and operate a third
generation dairy farmwi th 400 head of dairy cattle.
| produce crop for feed and cash crop from
approximately 1,300 acres, all of the land which is
in the Town of Forest. | farmwith -- ny son and
nephew assist nme in running the farmalong with
other part-time and full-tinme enpl oyees.

My father grew up in the Townshi p of
Forest and farmed his entire adult life here; and

t hrough all those years of farm ng we've created
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enpl oynent and forned a strong friendship with nmany
residents of the township. M son and | were
approached in the spring of 2008 by Energing
Energies, after attending a couple of informational
nmeetings at the Forest Town Hall, they -- at Forest
Town Hall. At the neetings, they discussed the w nd
turbi nes, the contracts, the size of the turbines,
which is going to be approximately 2, 2.5 negawatts;
t he height of them were going to be approximately
t he hei ght of the tel ephone tower out here which was
485, 485 feet. They explained their goals and
provided us with contracts to revi ew.

| began thoroughly researching the conpany
and began to | earn nore about wi nd turbines. |
hired ny personal | awer and took the information
and contract to himso he could assist in the
research of it. | also brought the information to
nmy bank, AgStar, to their |egal departnent, and they
deal extensively in wind turbine projects out in
M nnesota. | questioned AgStar about any know edge
t hey had on the conpany, you know, the fair rates of
rei mbursenments for this type of a contract. They
informed ne that the conpany was reputable, the
rei mbursenent was very fair, and that the contract

was a standard type, boilerplated contract,
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standardi zed to the industry. It sounded |like a
very positive programfor a farm M |awer also
provi ded the sane positive infornmation to ne rel ated
to the program and t he conpany.

After nonths of thought and research, ny
famly and | began to believe the positive aspects
of the wind turbine project for the Town of Forest
far outwei ghed the negatives of the project. W
believe the tax relief it will bring to the Forest
Township and St. Croix County will benefit to al
taxpayers. W also believe in the enpl oynent
opportunities and noney spent with the construction
and fuel and |odging will be a positive benefit for
all the area comunities and busi ness owners.

We al so see many of our neighboring
farmers struggling to keep their farnms profitable.
For nost self-enployed farmers, rising health costs,
fuel, feed, repairs, leave very little noney |eft
for retirenment plans. A mgjority of the farnmers in
the township are in their 50s or older. The turbine
project may be a way for themto remain on their
land for a longer period of tine and to be able to
have a little bit of a retirenent, or maybe cash
crop their farmand be able to afford their health

i nsurance instead of leaving and selling their farns
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in piece and -- bits and pieces for housing.

We al so believe that wind turbines are
good for our nation, not just the Township of
Forest. Wnd energy is clean and renewabl e and an
i nportant way to provide for our nation's increasing
need for electrical energy. Wnd energy as a
conbi nation wth other sources, as solar, natura
gas and coal, w || decrease our dependence on ot her
nations and oil conpanies for their petrol eum
pr oduct s.

And in closing, I'd like to -- please keep
in this mnd. People in society throughout history
are frightened of change. But to ne, nore
frightening is no change. Please let this project
be built in our township.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Thanks.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Now Lee
Tel I'i j ohn.

LEE TELLI JOHN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Spel |l your name for us.

MR L. TELLI JOHN: Lee, L E E, Tellijohn,
TELLI JOHN

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: Ckay. It's 2034 280th

Street in Eneral d?
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MR L. TELLIJOHN: Yep.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: And any ot her property
or location you're concerned about ?

MR L. TELLIJOHN: |'ma | andowner, a
host .

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. Just speak up a
little so she can hear you

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

MR L. TELLIJOHN: |I'mLee Tellijohn. As
a resident of Forest, |I'ma | andowner of a proposed
wind turbine. | amin favor of this project because

| think it is a safe renewabl e energy source that
w il diversify our energy resources. | have a
problemwith the way our electrical systemis set
up. It is based on having a small nunber of very
| arge electrical plants.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Sir, can | ask you to
sl ow down. Thanks.

MR L. TELLIJOHN: Al right. | think
this is a bad idea for reliability and the nati ona
security. So | am opposed that we have a | arger
nunber of snaller power plants. Wnd turbines wll
make a step in the right direction.

| hear a | ot of people in the roomtalk

about let's just burn coal, natural gas or nucl ear.
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So let's take a | ook at these sources. Natural gas
for one nakes ne smle. To get natural gas you have
to frac. To frac, you need to have sand. Were is
the sand? The sand is here. These are the sane
peopl e when a proposed sand ni ne was proposed in

d enwood City, they were the first people to run
down to help the City of Gdenwod Cty stop the
proposed sand m nes because it pollutes the
groundwater and the silica dust will kill us. So |
guess we cannot burn natural gas.

So let's go with coal. W all know coal
is much cleaner and a nmuch safer mning practice.

So safe as | propose that we open a coal mne in the
Town of Forest if coal was here. |'m sure everyone
in the roomwould be junping for joy if we could
open a coal mne here in the Town of Forest, so |ong
as it's not in sonebody el se's backyard. It's

not -- a great idea as long as it's not (sic) in
sonebody el se's backyard.

So let's go for nuclear. Al right. |
will donate the land for the -- that | own in the
Town of Forest to dispose of the nuclear waste. [|'m
sure no one in the roomw |l have a problemwith it.
It is a great idea to use nuclear as long as it is

in sonebody el se's backyard.

g \
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 844
Volume 5

Pl ease support this w nd project.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Thank you, sir.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Doris Schm dt.

DORI S SCHM DT, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Spel |l your [|ast nane
for us.

M5. SCHM DT: Schmdt, SCHMI DT,

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. | have 2168
County Road P in Clear Lake.

M5. SCHM DT: That is correct.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Al |l right. And any
ot her property or turbine | ocation you want to point
out ?

M5. SCHM DT: | have five that are going
to be near ny property.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Ckay. Your |ocation of
your --

M5. SCHMDT: |I'mon County Road P

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. SCHM DT: kay. | have lived in
Forest Township nost of ny life. M husband and |
own a 167-acre farmin Forest Township. W never --

we were never once notified by H ghland Wnd or our
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former town board that there was an industrial w nd
farm bei ng proposed in our township prior to the
former town board signing agreenents with Highl and
Wnd. W' ve seen no public outreach regarding this
pr oj ect .

| was pretty shocked when a postcard
postage paid for by the township cane from one of
t he hosting | andowners inviting us to take a bus
trip to the Shirley project. Mst of the residents
in the townshi p knew not hi ng about the Shirley
project or what they were referring to. W later
found out that the former town board had entered
into an agreenent to install 39 500-foot-tall
i ndustrial wind turbines all around us. Mbdst of us
were in shock

First of all, our conprehensive plan in
our township clearly states no new | arge scal e
busi nesses or industry is desired in the Town of
Forest unless it is |ocated in the designated area,
in the ham et of Forest or along State H ghway 64.
Al agreenents with H ghl and W nd/ Ener gi ng Energi es
are rescinded by the Township of Forest. Currently
it is my understandi ng that H ghland Wnd has no
agreenent of any kind with the Townshi p of Forest.

H ghl and Wnd increased their project
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to -- that they were proposing to 41 500-f oot
turbines and is wanting the PSC to take all control
away fromour |ocal officials who were

overwhel mngly voted into office in the | ast

el ections by the residents of Forest Township. The
pl acenent of 41 500-foot-tall industrial w nd
turbines in our quiet rural comunity wll destroy
everything that brought everyone to this community
in the first place, by exposing residents to many
heal t h probl enms, shadow flicker, noise annoyances,
vi sual changes, stray voltage issues, deval uati on of
property and destruction of our township roads.

Wth all the conplaints of health probl ens
com ng from people who lived in the | ast project
this devel oper built, several people telling that
t hey have been driven fromtheir honme or sleeping in
basenents to try to get sone sleep, they have told
us and it is docunented on the PSC dockets that they
have had maj or health problens since the turbines
started in their area.

In 2012, the Brown County Board of Health
resolution nade a formal request for tenporary
energency financial relocation assistance for the
State of Wsconsin -- fromthe State of Wsconsin

for those Brown County famlies that are suffering

g \
Y
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN
Innovation - Expertise - Integrity REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012 847
Volume 5

adverse health effects and undue hardshi ps caused by
irresponsi bl e placenent of industrial w nd turbines
around homes and property.

| have an inner ear problem which
causes -- | gotta find ny place. | have an inner
ear problemthat causes ne extrene difficulty with
bal ance, even wal king. | have it under control
right nowwith treatnent. Wth the possibility of
five turbines in proximty of where | live, and if
they were to install the alternate turbine across
the road fromny honme and | had shadow flicker going
over ny property inside ny honme flickering on and
off, I would not be able to function. How woul d I
work on nmy farmand work on ny job?

| feel it is so wong to have bl ades
turni ng and spreadi ng shadow flicker over
nei ghboring properties. |f anyone knows in their
heart that they are hurting their neighbor in any
way, especially exposing themto health probl ens,
ice throw, noise, taking away their ability to get a
good ni ght sleep, devaluating their property, in ny
mnd it's just plain wong.

Everyone in this township has a right to
protect their well-being. You cannot trade that for

nmonetary gain. These industrial machi nes do not
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belong in close proximty to honmes. W raise Angus

beef cattle on our farm Cattle are very sensitive

to noi se and di sturbance. | am so worried about al
animals and wildlife. They will be terrified with
all the noi se and shadow flicker. This will affect

their health and ability to reproduce.

These animals and all the residents could
be exposed to electrical pollution. The killing of
our birds, eagles, bats, by these giant blades is
not accepted by the residents of Forest Townshi p.
They eat the insects keeping our famlies -- our
fields frombeing infested. Each has a purpose in
God's plan. Aren't we all their protectors al so?

If this project was approved, | am
concerned when it cones tinme to decomm ssion 41
500-f oot wi nd turbines that Hi ghland Wnd has not
even cone close to offering Forest Townshi p enough
nmoney to dismantle these. No one in the township
wants to be left with a turbine junkyard wth bl ades
hangi ng half off and the | ook of desol ation
t hr oughout our township. Qur w nd ordinance clearly
states that if the devel oper -- okay. OQur w nd
ordi nance states that it will be the | andowner's
responsibility to take themdown if the devel oper

does not. It will cost mllions of dollars in cost
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to hosting | andowners, nore than their property is
wor t h.

Along with farm ng, | have been selling
real estate in St. Croix County -- or St. CroiXx,
Dunn, Poke and Barron Counties for al nost 12 years.
My fear is that anyone wanting to sell their
property after turbines would be built in the
townshi p may have a nuch harder tine to obtain a
buyer in an industrial wnd area. Wth so many
properties on the market, | fear buyers will not
choose to live near 41 500-foot-tall w nd turbines
wth all the noise and shadow flicker and possible
heal t h probl ens.

Fi nancial gain to the devel oper and
hosti ng | andowners should not be at the expense of
t he nei ghboring property owners. | think the
nonpartici pati ng | andowners should be offered sone
type of property val ue guaranty by the devel oper.
This should be mandatory for any approval of a
project like this.

| want to make it very clear, | support
clean energy. | am opposed to irresponsible
pl acenment of industrial size w nd turbines being
pl aced too close to hones in any snall comunity

t hat pl aces over 600 residents at risk. Please do
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not approve this project in Forest Township.
you very nuch
EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Thank you.

(Wtness excused.)

Thank

EXAM NER NEWWARK:  David Schm dt. How did

you get on the bottom of the pile?
MR. SCHM DT: | don't know.
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Sorry about that.
DAVI D SCHM DT, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWWARK:  All right. And pl ease

spell your name for the record.

MR SCHMDT: S CHMI DT.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: At 2168 County Road P,

Cl ear Lake?

MR. SCHM DT: Right, you got it.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: And any ot her property

that you' re concerned about or turbine?

VR. SCHM DT: The sane five that she had.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.
DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR. SCHM DT: Wll, | lived in Forest

Township for over 40 years. At one of our first

nmeetings that we had after we were -- you know, we

found out about this, we were up in our -- up

in the

community center up in Cear Lake and one of the
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host famlies stood up and was -- and she asked --
what she asked, she asked the devel oper what do the
nei ghbors think about putting these turbines up?
And he -- they said all the neighbors were on board
with this. And we all know that was clearly a lie.
Because the neighbors did not know. That's why we
started this here Forest Voice.

Ckay. Highland W nd devel opers wanting to
install 41 of these turbines in the Townshi p of
Forest, they also installed eight turbines in the
Brown County which is a different project. After
the turbines started, many residents cane forward
wth many health and safety issues: headaches,
unabl e to sl eep, mgraines, anxiety, dizziness,
ani mal s dyi ng, possibly due to stray voltage.

The devel oper had -- the devel oper had an
interview on public radio. And the caller called in
and asked them what are they going to do to address
t hese issues? And he said they' re no | onger
i nvol ved because they sold the project.

We have been told residents that called a
desi gnat ed nunber for the conpliance, no one
answered the calls, to call back. Wy would we give
t his devel oper a chance to devastate anot her

community? |If they had all these health issues wth
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ei ght turbines, how many residents are going to
suffer with 41 turbines in our townshi p? Please do
not approve this project in the Forest Township.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Thanks very
nmuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  Janet NMonson.

JANET MONSQN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVARK: All right. And that's
MONS O N?

MS. MONSON: Correct.

EXAM NER NEWWVARK: 6414 County Road Q
Cl ear Lake?

M5. MONSON: It's 2614 County Road Q

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  And any ot her
properties or turbine |locations you want to point
out ?

M5. MONSON: Well, there will be a
turbine, probably the closest, a little over a mle

away. But ny nmain concern and ny husband's is the

el ectrical -- proposed electrical substation which
will be just to our west and also the routing of al
the electric will go directly in front of our hone.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. Geat. o

ahead.
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DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY M5. MONSON: Ckay. M nane is Janet
Munson. | have been a resident of Forest Township
for the past 26 years. W have built our hone and
raised our famly in this beautiful community that
we love. | amhere today to try to save our hones
and our community from bei ng taken over by the w nd
conmpany -- industrial w nd conpany known as Hi ghl and
W nd, LLC/ Energing Energies. 41 500-foot high
i ndustrial wind turbines do not belong in our
36-square-m |l e, densely popul ated, pristine, quiet,
rural community.

| have the same concerns as nmany of the
peopl e here today, including health issues, safety,
wildlife, property values, quality of life, and nuch
nore. But ny issue fromthe very begi nning has been
the process that led us here in the first place.
al ways thought that this country was based on
denocracy. We grew up pledging liberty and justice
for all. But where is the justice in all of this?
We trusted our elected officials, which have a noral
and an ethical obligation to do what is right and
fair for each and every citizen of this township.

An issue of this magnitude should have

been put to a public vote for all of the residents
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of Forest. Had we been given that opportunity, I
strongly believe we would not be in all of the
turnoil that we are facing today.

Qur community has been torn apart. It's
pitted friend agai nst friend, neighbor against
nei ghbor, and fam |y nenbers agai nst one anot her.
This once friendly, caring, down-to-earth township
has been torn apart all in the nanme of big subsidy
dollars and greed. |If this project noves forward,
it wll forever change the |life that we all know and
love. It will not only affect residents of this
community, but also the |ives of surrounding
communities, as well as the hopes and dreans of
future generations to cone. Qur life, liberty and
pursuit of happiness will be stripped away in the
blink of an eye. O should | say gone with the
wi nd.

| ask you again, where is the justice in
any of this? And |I'm asking the PSC to pl ease deny
t his proposal.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Thank you very nuch.

M5. MONSON:  You're wel cone.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Elden Setter.
Not avail able. Ckay. Roxanne Anderson, ANDE R
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S ON

MS. ANDERSON: Yes.

ROXANNE ANDERSON, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWVMARK:  You're at 2916 210th
Avenue, Eneral d?

MS. ANDERSON: Correct.

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Any ot her properties or
turbine | ocations you want to point out?

M5. ANDERSON: Well, | have one, it's
six-tenths of a mle fromne, plus surrounding, all
around, every side of ne.

EXAM NER NEWVARK:  Ckay.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT
BY M5. ANDERSON: My nane is Roxie

Anderson. | resided in the Town of Forest all ny
life. | too grewup on a famly farmof 114 years,
the place we still call honme which ny nother still
lives. | worry, too, what -- if she is not able to

handl e the sound and the other effects of the
tur bi nes, does she just | eave the honme she | oves
because of irresponsible wind siting? Wuo will buy
the famly farm except for possibly a hosting
| andowner, and that will never happen.

| have grandchildren that cone to ny hone

often, one with mld cerebral palsy. WII they be
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affected by the turbines? M husband has recently
had a heart attack. How could it affect hinP W
don't want to be gui nea pigs for another w nd

pr oj ect.

My father recently passed away. He was a
very respected man of the township, hard working,
caring, and loving man. And he woul d never go out
to harm anyone. Never could he i mgi ne he would
have to see the turnmoil that this has brought to the
nei ghbor hood, the church, and our community of
Forest in the past few years. He was dreading the

t hought of Enmerging Energies comng into this town

he | oved and tear up the land. | wll not be able
to totally put himto rest until | can go to his
grave and tell himthis wind project will not
happen.

The State of Wsconsin PSC shoul d deny
this wnd project because of the potential health to
the many in the state that it already -- that the
peopl e are already suffering. And no one seens to
care about them That's it.

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Thanks very much.

(Wtness excused.)
EXAM NER NEWVMARK: Roger Anderson. And |
j ust want everyone to know, | have M. Anderson and
7\
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then M. Voeltz --

FROM THE AUDI ENCE: Voel tz.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Voel t z, okay.

ROGER ANDERSQN, PUBLI C W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: And so you're at the
sane address as Roxanne. Any other properties or
turbine | ocations you want to point out?

MR. ANDERSON: Sanme | ocations nmy w fe just
spoke of.

EXAM NER NEWWARK: Ckay. Go ahead.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY MR ANDERSON. Ckay. M nane is Roger
Anderson. | have been in the community 37 years.
As ny wife said, she's been here 50-sone years. M
feeling is it should be up to the people that |ive
in the Town of Forest to decide if there should be
41 or nore 500-foot turbines here, not the PSC who
wll not have to live by them How many of the PSC
menbers live within 1,250 feet of a 500-f oot
turbine? |1'mnot sure many, if any.

The PSC is taking the advice of the Wnd
Siting Council that is heavily stacked with pro-w nd
advi sors, sone of which have financial gains to be
made, which is very nuch a conflict of interest.

How many of these hosting famlies would support
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this project if it wasn't for the noney?

As you can probably tell fromny coments,
we are 100 percent against an industrial wnd farm
in our small rural town. Thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: Ckay. Thanks very
nmuch.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWWMARK: M. Voelt z.

SCOTT VOELTZ, PUBLIC W TNESS, DULY SWORN

EXAM NER NEWMARK: Ckay. And that's V O
ELTZ right?

MR VOELTZ: Yep.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: 2670 H ghway 64,
Enmer al d?

MR, VOELTZ: Yep.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: All right. Geat. So
gi ve us your opinion on the case.

DI RECT TESTI MONI AL STATEMENT

BY VMR VCELTZ: It's a bunch of BS, this
whole thing. | nmean, |'ve lived here for -- the
famly nmoved out here in the '70s, and now | raise
my own famly here. | nean, | tell people it's
God's country out here, it's beautiful, you know.
Now a select few want to ruin it for everybody.

So ny main certain is | have an autistic
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son, and this is like the worse thing for him vyou
know. Certain sounds, violations, lights, | nean, |
can go on and on, | nean, this is going to be very
bad for him And for themto bring this in here,
it's going to totally tear up ny famly's life. |
mean, | built a nice place over there, lived there
to retire and stay here. And now a sel ect few want
to screw it up and they expect ne to nove? That's
BS. | nmean, | don't want to nove. | nean, it
shoul d not affect the rest of us. You know, you go
out west, you see these things. Yeah, they're great
out there; but where is the nearest house? |It's
mles away. It has nothing to do wth it. So why
shoul d they cone in here and ruin everything for us?

You know, | have a lot nore to say, |I'm
trying -- 1'mdoing ny darnedest to keep it clean
because 1'd really like to go off on it, but --

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: | appreciate that.

MR. VOELTZ: For anybody that knows ne,
so... But | nmean, just, please, this can't go
t hrough. | nean, you heard the people's testinonies
for their health and stuff. Sure, everybody is
different. But |like my son, | nean, he can -- you
know why your dog how s when there is a siren way

off? | mean, | don't hear it. He starts rubbing
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his ears, and you know, he can't talk and he's not
potty trained, he can't tell us if something is
bugging him But he'll still rub his ears and go
into a rage, so obviously he can hear that. So what
do you think a 500-foot tower is going to affect --
you know, is going to do to hinf That's why this
stuff cannot happen. It's got to be stopped.

There's so nuch BS behind the lines to
even get to this point, it never should have gotten
this far. Never. So | just -- | nean, | don't know
what else to say. | just hope that the right people
are listening to nake sure that this stuff does not
go through. So...

| mean, that's about all. | nean, | can
go on and on for a bunch of statistics and stuff;
but I"'mnot in the nobod for it. It just can't
happen. It's got to stop. So, thank you.

EXAM NER NEWVARK: | appreci ate your
conment s.

(Wtness excused.)

EXAM NER NEWVMARK: That was the | ast form
| had. Does anyone el se want to speak?

Ckay. We will be back at 6. So you can
stick around if you get a chance. But we'll be

t aki ng new peopl e who haven't spoken yet. We'||
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reconvene at 6 p.m Thanks very nuch.
(The hearing concluded at 5:06 p.m)
"
\ N |
WWW.GRAMANNREPORTING.COM * 414.272.7878 GRAMANN

Innovation - Expertise - Integrity

REPORTING




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

Transcript of Proceedings - October 11, 2012
Volume 5

862

STATE OF W SCONSIN )
M LWAUKEE COUNTY )

I, LYNN M BAYER, RMR, Certificate of Merit
Reporter with the firmof G amann Reporting Conpany, 710
North Pl anki nton, Suite 710, M | waukee, W sconsin, do
hereby certify that | reported the foregoing proceedings,
and that the sanme is true and correct in accordance with
my original machi ne shorthand notes.

DATED THI S DAY OF , 2012.

Lynn M Bayer
Certificate of Merit Reporter
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